
 

 

29th June 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Arrangements for Year 9 from Monday, 29th June to Thursday, 16th July 2020 

 

I am writing to you to update you on our plans for the final two weeks of this strangest of school years. 

 

We have been so impressed with the way that KES students (and wider families) have responded to the 

lockdown in terms of engaging with the work set for them, and the resilient way they have responded to 

difficulties.  It is clear, though, that the wider plan in the country is for schools to re-open for all 

students, full-time, from September.  We are currently waiting for the government to issue further 

guidance on how to implement this.  We have planned for various scenarios and, once the guidance is 

issued, I will write to you again to keep you up-to-speed with the likely shape of things in September. 

 

The plan for the rest of the school year is laid out below: 

 

Monday, 29th June to Thursday, 16th July – Year 9 will move onto a timetable to support their transition 

to Year 10 in September.  Work will be set on SMHW according to the attached timetable, which 

contains space for work on students’ option choices.  

 

Students should follow this timetable from today; work does not need to be submitted every lesson, but 

should be submitted in one batch for each subject at the end of the week, thus giving students a little 

more flexibility in completing work. 

 

Friday, 3rd July – Online ‘Sports Day’.  Each subject will set some sport-related work for students to 

undertake.  There is no requirement to submit work on this day. 

 

Friday, 10th July – Online Careers activities.  Each subject area will set career-related activities for 

students to undertake.  There is no requirement to submit work on this day. 

 

Thursday, 16th July will mark the end of the school year for students. 

 

Alongside this, every Year 9 tutor group will be asked to attend school for a 2-hour session as part of 

preparing them for return to school in September (rather like Year 10 have had over the past couple of 

weeks).  They will spend time with their Form Tutor, and other members of staff, they will engage in 

activities to help them re-adjust to being in school and also some work linked to their wellbeing and 

mental health.  This will run from Monday, 6th July through to the end of term and the programme will be 

issued by the middle of this week.  We will also send out a ‘Survey Monkey’ questionnaire so that we 

are aware of likely attendance.   
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What I am Reading Challenge 

I also would like to let you know about the KES ‘What I am Reading Challenge’. 

 

As a way to promote reading, and to demonstrate to students how many transferable skills reading can 

give you, all staff at KES have joined forces to create the “ What I am Reading Challenge”.  Staff have 

been sharing the books they are reading and nominating others to share theirs.  We will be advertising 

books that a group of staff are reading weekly on the school website and Facebook page and, we would 

like you to guess who is reading which.  The answers will be published later on that week. 

  

We would like to extend this challenge to parents and students to share what they are also reading.  

You can do this by taking a photo with the book you are reading or the title page on your Kindle. 

Alternatively, you may wish to email positivity@kes.essex.sch.uk a short video with you talking about the 

book you are reading.  Examples will be selected and shared on the school’s Facebook page and 

website.   We look forward to parents and students sharing with the KES community what they are 

reading. 

 

 

Finally, we are all looking forward to seeing as many Year 9 students as possible when they come in to 

school – we will feel like a proper community again!  If you have any questions please do contact us in 

the usual way. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Jonathan Osborn 

Headteacher 
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