
 

 

3rd September 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

I am writing to you today with final updates for the beginning of the school year for Year 8-13 students 

on Monday, 7th September.  We are really looking forward to welcoming back all of our students.  A 

school is only a building without its students, so it will be wonderful to be fully together again as a 

school community. 

 

Following my last letter, several parents contacted us with follow-up questions and my responses to 

these will be shared with you shortly. 

 

Late Bus 

As you will know, last school year we reduced the late bus provision from 5 days per week to Monday, 

Tuesday and Thursday.  Unfortunately, we have had to reduce this further for financial reasons and we 

will no longer be able to provide this service for the start of September. I know that this will be a 

disappointment for some parents, but it’s simply no longer financially viable for us to pay for this extra 

service. 

 

Buildings 

Over the summer holiday we have been undertaking various building works and repairs to the block at 

the front of the school.  These works will take another 3-4 weeks or so to complete.  We have therefore 

put in a place a number of temporary classrooms in various parts of the school.  All of these are above 

average size for school classes (55 m2 – 65 m2) and are fully equipped with IT connectivity, whiteboards 

and projectors and so on.  These will be in place until the front block is available again.  

 

Uniform and Hairstyles 

Perhaps even more so at the start of this year, I want to remind parents about uniform and appropriate 

hairstyles. As ‘old hands’ you know what KES standards are and that they matter to us and are part of 

our ethos as a school.  Please, please, please help us to ensure all students have a successful return to 

school after so long out by following our uniform and hairstyle guidelines.  If you are in doubt, 

information may be found on the school website.  Alternatively, please phone us. 

 

Arrival at School  

I need to run through arrangements for arrival at school, most of which has already been communicated 

in earlier letters. 

 

 Students will enter the school either from the Brays Lane carpark if they arrive on school buses 

or via the Vaughan Close entrance if they are on foot. 

 

 The school site is closed to all vehicles expect those of staff, registered taxis transporting 

students to school by prior arrangement, and visitors who have a booked an appointment.  This 

is part of our response to Covid. 

 

 Parents should absolutely not drop their child in Vaughan Close, Spencer Gardens or 

surrounding roads.  This massively increases congestion around the school, and makes it far 



more difficult for students to enter the school site and maintain social distancing.  We are 

monitoring this situation closely and will not hesitate to contact the police in order to address 

matters if we believe that student safety is compromised. 

 

 Our recommendation is to drop your child so that they have a 5-10 minute walk to arrive at 

school.  This gives them some exercise and makes it easier for them to socially distance as they 

enter the school site.  

 

 Staff will be on duty at the school gate and on nearby local roads.  We will encourage students 

to act safely and sensibly and will direct them where to go on the school site. 

 

 Students will be directed to the yard and will line up in their tutor group as they do for a fire drill.  

They will be met by their Head of Year or Form Tutor who will take them indoors and the day will 

begin. 

 

I trust the above makes clear important points about the start of the day.  If parents and students follow 

the guidance it should mean that everyone is able to have a calm and successful start back at school. 

 

As I said at the start of this letter, we are looking forward to seeing students again and school life 

resuming.  Have a good weekend and we look forward to seeing students on Monday! 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Jonathan Osborn 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 


