
 
 

24th March 2020 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

Year 11 / Year 13 Exam Grades 

 

You will be aware of the government’s recent announcements about GCSE and A Level exams 

and how grades will be awarded this year.   

 

Essentially: 

 

 Teachers will be asked to provide grades for each student in each subject, taking account 

of coursework, current work, mock exams and other information. 

 

 Teachers will almost certainly be asked to rank/order students in each subject as well.  

 

 Exam boards will take all of this information and look at it along with other information, 

including prior attainment (KS2 levels or GCSE grades for A Level students) in order to 

calculate final grades. 

 

 These will be issued to students by the end of July. 

 

 There will be an opportunity for students to take an exam in September if they feel the 

grades they have received are not accurate. 

 

I think we all need to recognise that, although this approach isn’t perfect, it is probably 

the best that can be done in the circumstances.  It does raise a number of important 

points, though, and underpins why we are continuing to set work for Year 11 and Year 13 

students.  

 

 We know that KES students improve significantly in the final months as they approach 

their exams.  We need to see evidence of this to help us give students the right grades for 

us to send to the exam boards. 

 

 It would be disastrous for students going on to a Sixth Form, apprenticeship or university 

to do no work for six months – it’s vital that they continue to maintain and develop their 

knowledge and skills. 

 

 There will be some students who will be disappointed with the grades they get – that has 

always been a fact of life with regard to exams.  Ongoing work now will help students be 

ready for exams in September. 
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I hope the above explains why we are continuing to set work for Year 11 and Year 13 on SMHW.  

Many of them are disappointed that they cannot finish Year 11 with exams, prom and so on, but 

we want them to engage with what we are doing and finish their time at school properly; what 

they do now WILL influence their grades and their options for the future.  It matters.  

 

If you have further questions or concerns about this, please contact the school at 

adminoffice@kes.essex.sch.uk or via School Gateway.  We will be pushing Year 11 and Year 13 

hard to be completing work and expecting the best from them. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 

Jonathan Osborn  

Headteacher  
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