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Friendly

Welcoming

Respectful

Kind

Supportive

Community

Aspirational

Independence

Fun
Inclusive

Proud

Relaxed



“ Leading the Student Leadership 
 Team is such an achievement,  
 and one we are really proud of”
 Head Students 2022-23



At KES our students are at the centre of 
all that we do - helping them to achieve 
their ‘Personal Best’ in every aspect of 
Sixth Form life is what drives us. 
Our Sixth Form is open to all, regardless of ability. We are confident that 
we run courses that suit a wide range of abilities and aspirations and aim 
to help all students develop the skills and mentality to be independent, 
proactive and resilient.

As well as preparing students for exams and university entrance, we ensure 
that our students also develop a range of other skills and attributes that will 
prepare them for adult life.  Students are motivated by a system of rewards 
and privileges and we endeavour to recognise all their achievements, in and 
out of lessons.

From the outset we set challenging targets for our students. Regardless of 
which programme they are on, we endeavour to help them achieve at the 
highest level. If you want to go to Oxford or Cambridge, we can get you 
there; if you want to be a carer or carpenter, then we will give you the tools 
for success.

Welcome
to our 
Sixth Form
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“ I really like the community feel 
 that the Sixth Form has and how 
 we are treated with respect”
 Year 12 Student



The Sixth 
Form Team

Mrs Deadman
Mentor

Mrs Harkins
Learning Support 
Assistant

Mrs Cooney
Progression  
Manager

Mrs Ramdin
Administrator

Mr Hickey
Head of Year

Mrs Mayo
Head of Year

Mr Fuller
Assistant Head

To support our students in achieving 
their true potential, we have a strong 
Sixth Form team with some members 
dedicated just to working with our 
Year 12 and 13 students. 
Mr Fuller is an Assistant Head with responsibility for the Sixth Form. 
His role is to make sure that the strategic vision for the school is 
carried through to the Sixth Form and meets the needs of the young 
adults that we care for.

We have a large team who work specifically with students within 
the sixth form. Mrs Mayo and Mr Hickey form the Head of Year 
team. They work closely with Form Tutors, as well as Mrs Ramdin, to 
ensure that students are well cared for and supported during their 
sixth form journey.

In order to ensure that students are reaching their potential we have 
a number of staff who work to facilitate student progress. We closely 
track student progress and carry out interventions when required 
in order to keep students on the track to success. Mrs Deadman 
and Mrs Harkins work with students to ensure that they are able 
to manage their workload and to address any potential barriers to 
their learning. Mrs Cooney is our Progression Manager, she works 
with students who wish to apply to University to ensure that their 
applications are successful and also supports those students who 
wish to enter employment.
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“The Sixth Form feels so welcoming,  
 and you get lots of time to study  
 your chosen subjects”
 Year 13 Student 



Finding  
Your Path
We believe our students should have 
the opportunity to study subjects that 
are best suited to their skills, interests 
and abilities: subjects that they are 
enthusiastic about and that allow them to 
reach their full potential. 
At KES, students are able to mix and match A Level and BTEC courses, 
allowing them to follow a broader curriculum that keeps their options open. 

Our Sixth Form provision aims to serve our community, as such each 
student will follow a different path, one which best allows them to 
experience success. For some this will mean following a traditional A Level 
route, maybe even studying four subjects; for others a mix of vocational 
qualification and A Levels is the best option.  

At KES we also offer half A Levels, such as the Extended Project 
Qualification and Core Maths. Many students study these in addition to 
their suite of Level 3 courses, which are equivalent to an A Level. We also 
offer four Level 2 courses; these are one year courses which are suitable for 
students who do not achieve a four in Maths or English; students following 
this path are at school for three days a week and on work placement for 
two days. 

See our Course Guide for the wide range of courses available and for 
further help in choosing the right courses for you. 
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“I came to KES from another 
 school and everyone is so 
 friendly and welcoming, it felt  
 like I’d always been here!”
 Year 13 Student 



A Chance 
For You  
To Grow
We have active links with universities and 
local businesses to ensure that students 
achieve their career aspirations and are 
ready for the next stage – whether it be 
university or work. 
Our Progression Manager helps support students get to that next stage. We 
arrange visits to universities, careers fairs and local employers and students 
can arrange work experience opportunities during non-contact time. Some 
students can complete internships in the summer between Years 12 and 13.

Students are encouraged to take responsibility at every stage and grow 
into independent and self confident adults. Students regularly get involved 
with mentoring or coaching younger students. Every year students have 
the opportunity to apply to become part of the Student Leadership Team. 
The team is led by Sixth form students in the roles of Head and Deputy 
Head Students. Their role is to organise and run House events and charity 
projects, be a spokesperson for their peers and represent the Sixth Form at 
key events such as Open Evening. 

Students are often inspired by visits from noted authors and artists, key 
industry figures, and even the odd famous face. There are opportunities 
for students to experience different cultures on school trips and Year 12 
students attend the Roadster experience with free driving lessons and 
road safety awareness. In addition, Wednesday afternoons are enrichment 
time, with students able to choose options such as yoga, Arts award, Young 
Enterprise, team sports, cooking or learning a foreign language.
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“ It’s been easy to adjust into life  
  in the Sixth Form - you get treated  
  like an adult and it’s very different  
  to Year 11”
 Year 12 Student 



Achieving  
Your 
Potential
At KES we pride ourselves on serving our 
community; as such our Sixth Form provides 
opportunity for a wide range of students.  

• A huge 98% of our students complete their Level 3 courses, 
this is higher than many other sixth form providers.

• 100% of students applying to university achieved a place 
of their choice, including students going to Russell Group 
Universities.

• A range of subjects, including Business Studies, Computer 
Science, Drama, English, Geography and Law, achieved 
record A*-B grades.

• 100% of students studying Finance and Criminology 
achieved Distinction or Distinction*.

We are incredibly proud of all our students, once students leave KES some 
move onto apprenticeships, some into the world of work and many go on 
to study at University. Over the years we have facilitated students reaching 
Oxford and Cambridge as well as many other Russell Group Universities. 
Below is a small selection of some of the University destinations of our  
2022 cohort;

University Courses
University of Birmingham Law

King’s College London Midwifery

Lancaster University Chemical Engineering

University of Kent Artificial Intelligence

University of Exeter LLB Law

University of Surrey Mechanical Engineering

University of East Anglia UEA Computing Science

Unversity of Essex Biochemistry

Canterbury Christ Church University Sports Therapy and Rehabilitation

Anglia Ruskin University Paramedic Science

University of Greenwich Criminology and Criminal Psychology
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“The Sixth Form feels more  
 structured than college, which I  
 need to help keep me focused!”
 Year 12 Student 



What We  
Expect  
of You
We expect high standards from our 
students - standards that we believe help 
them to achieve their full potential.
The Sixth Form operates the same continental style school day as the lower 
school. The day starts at 07.55 and finishes at 14.10 with two 25 minute 
breaks and five periods of learning. This allows for a full day of study as 
well as time to attend the many extra curricular activities after school has 
finished. We believe that students achieve better results if they have a busy 
timetable. Students also continue to have lessons on PSHE and time to read 
in silence in the middle of the school day. We believe that these elements 
are important aspects of a young persons development. Students also take 
part in enrichment activities on Wednesday afternoons.

Our Sixth Formers do not have to wear uniform, but we expect them 
to follow the Sixth Form dress code and ensure that their appearance is 
appropriate for school. 

We expect our students to work hard, but we understand that Sixth Form 
study can be more challenging than it has been in previous years. Therefore 
we provide space in the day for students to study independently. Supervised 
study sessions allow students to complete some of their work during the 
school day, however we expect students on Level 3 courses to be doing 
around three extra hours, per subject, per week, independently outside 
school hours.
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“My teacher has really helped  
	 me	to	gain	confidence	in	myself	 
 and now I believe I can achieve  
 my dream and go to University”
 Year 13 Student 



How We Can 
Support You
In the Sixth Form we continue with our 
belief that a strong partnership with 
parents and carers allows students to 
achieve their best. 
Each student has a Personal Tutor and the Sixth Form team work hard to 
ensure that students stay on track to achieve and then exceed their target 
grades. Early intervention, when students encounter difficulties, enables 
us to solve issues quickly and effectively and our strong pastoral system 
ensures that everyone feels supported throughout.

Sixth Form students are young adults and we treat them as such, however 
this doesn’t mean that we don’t recognise the strong role of families in 
supporting them.  We will contact parents when students have unexplained 
absences and we will keep parents fully informed about a student’s progress. 
There are regular progress grades, as well as an annual parents’ consultation 
evening. We are always available should you have any concerns.

There is a Sixth Form bursary available for students who may be struggling 
financially; this can be used to pay for trips, books or special equipment. 
Please contact us as soon as you enrol and we will set up regular payments 
if you qualify.

Contract buses continue to transport students to and from school if you 
are from Wakering and Canewdon, or the surrounding area. The school 
subsidises the cost of this service.
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“I love the Sixth Form Common  
 Room - space to study and  
 socialise - plus we have our own  
 private canteen!”
 Year 13 Student 



A Place For 
You To Call 
Your Own
In order to deliver excellent teaching 
and learning, you need to have excellent 
facilities and an environment where 
students feel safe and happy. 
We have excellent facilities and specialist staff who enable students to excel 
in their chosen subjects.

The majority of our KS5 classes are small, with teachers who are enthusiastic 
and committed to their education. Relationships between staff and students 
reflect that our Sixth Formers are young adults who want to deepen their 
understanding of the world. Our students are treated as individuals and we 
aim to meet everyone’s needs.

The Sixth Form boasts its own purpose-built and attractively furnished 
common room, as well as separate study and dining facilities. Students 
contributed to the design process and are expected to take responsibility 
for their environment. 

For those continuing their studies at KES, we offer a familiar environment 
where students feel relaxed and secure. We know you as students and you will 
already know how much we will drive and support you to achieve your very 
best. However, the Sixth Form is a genuine fresh start; we appreciate you have 
chosen to join us and we will encourage you all the way.

New students can be reassured that you will be warmly welcomed on 
arrival. We will buddy you up with other students and ensure that you settle 
quickly and make rapid progress in your new environment. Students who 
come to us from other schools tell us that they very quickly feel like they 
have been here all along.
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