
 

 

25th August 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

Return to School – September 2020 

 

As we approach the end of the summer holidays, I am writing to confirm final arrangements for return to 

school in September.  The ongoing situation has been extremely complex in terms of planning and you 

will know, if you have been following the news this week, that there is potential for further 

developments even at this late stage. 

 

In our planning we have sought to follow government guidance and up-to-date health advice.  A link to 

the latest government guidance for schools’ reopening is included below:  

 

What parents and carers need to know about early years providers, schools and colleges during the 

coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak  

 

Further information, can be found in the parent information section on the school website:  

 

http://www.kes.essex.sch.uk/ 

 

Documents, including the updated risk assessment for September reopening will also be posted here.  

 

Our aim for September is to open fully to all students so that they are able to have a full curriculum 

experience, with appropriate safeguards in place to facilitate this.  The way that the vast majority of KES 

students handled the lockdown period and engaged with the work set for them was exemplary, but 

ultimately it is best for students (in terms of their own wellbeing as well as their learning) to be 

attending school.  We understand that returning fully to school may feel strange at first for students, but 

it is the right thing to do and we have put in place a range of measures to provide support to ensure a 

good return for every student. 

 

The remainder of this letter covers different aspects of the return to school.  We have tried to cover all 

points, but you may have questions or concerns not covered here.  If that is the case, please email 

adminoffice@kes.essex.sch.uk and we will answer your question.  The points outlined below replace any 

arrangements previously written about – these are the most up-to-date plans for September and will be 

what we follow: 

 

 

Dates and Timings for Start of School Year 

 Year 7 return on Wednesday, 2nd September and have already received details of their 

induction. 

 

 Years 8 – 13 return on Monday, 7th September.  School will start at the normal time of 07.55. 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak?utm_source=e082f9b8-c2be-4487-a403-508d3a89c239&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak?utm_source=e082f9b8-c2be-4487-a403-508d3a89c239&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily
http://www.kes.essex.sch.uk/
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Travel to School 

 Further guidance is gradually being published by Essex County Council and other bodies about 

this.  If you are eligible to get the contract school buses provided by Essex, please contact them 

or Stephensons (the bus company) for further details of arrangements.  We will try to answer 

questions, but it is Essex who have the contract with Stephensons, so please contact them in 

the first instance.   

 

 Guidance on public transport and the use of face masks should be available from the relevant 

bodies.  Please check these as needed. 

 

 Those traveling on buses provided by Essex County Council should check with either them or 

Stephensons to confirm requirements for traveling and whether facemasks are needed. 

 

 Students are being encouraged to walk or cycle to school wherever possible.  You will, I am sure, 

have a view on this. We do encourage it, but understand that this will not work for all families. 

 

 If you feel that you have to drive your child to school, please DO NOT drop them in any of the 

roads near the school.  This causes significant congestion and will inevitably make it difficult for 

students to maintain social distancing as they approach school.  PLEASE drop your child further 

away so that they have a 5-10 minute walk to arrive at school.  This will reduce congestion and 

will help with social distancing.  As part of our approach to this, we will have a greater number of 

staff present in the roads surrounding the school at the start and end of the school day 

 

Start of the School Day and Arrival at School 

 Students who make their own way to school should allow some additional time to arrive. 

 

 On arrival, students will be encouraged to use the sanitising stations and then they will be 

directed to the yard where they will line up in their tutor groups.  Their tutor will then collect 

them and take them to their tutor room.  This will be the routine for each day in the first 

instance. 

 

School Uniform  

 Current guidance is that school uniform may be safely worn and that it only needs to be washed 

with normal frequency.  Therefore, all students should attend in full school uniform from the 

date of their return. 

 

 Uniform may be purchased from Danielle’s (Stadium Way, Rayleigh) or Crawlers (Hamstel Road, 

Southend).  Guidance on school uniform is available on the website. 

 

 There have been no changes to our uniform standards, so the usual reminders for the start of 

term are appropriate: please remind yourself about hairstyles, especially – this is a common 

point of contention at the start of a new year.  Jewellery should also be kept to a minimum (one 

pair of gold or silver studs in the earlobe, no other piercings, no rings, one wristwatch if desired). 

 

PE Kit and Lessons 

 PE lessons will operate as normal from September.  There will be some changes to activities to 

minimise risk from contact and students will not be undertaking activities that would make 

them muddy or wet. 

 

 Students will not be using changing rooms to change for PE in order to support social distancing 

and to decrease risk.  On the days when they have PE, students are expected to wear their KES 

PE kit as their uniform for that day. 

 

Face Masks  

This is one area where there may be further guidance issued to schools in the coming days.  We 

understand that some students may wish to wear a face mask.  Our approach at the moment is outlined 

below: 

 

 If you wish your child to wear a face mask, please confirm this to us via email to 

adminoffice@kes.essex.sch.uk.  This will allow us to be aware of those students who are doing 

so and to provide any necessary support.  
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 If you wish a child to stop wearing a face mask, please confirm this to us via email to 

adminoffice@kes.essex.sch.uk. 

 

 Putting on and taking off face masks can increase risk to others around the person doing so.  

Therefore, if a student wishes to wear a face mask it should be a settled choice for each day.  A 

student should wear their face mask at all times inside the school building.  It may be removed, 

if they wish at break-times, but should be replaced when they re-enter the school.  

 

 Face masks should be plain single colour, without logos or other designs. 

 

 Similar discretion is given to staff to wear masks inside school buildings, if they wish. 

 

Classroom Set-up 

 As per government guidance, classrooms have been laid out so that all students are facing the 

front.  The layout in IT rooms is different, where students may face each other.  However desks 

are of greater depth and there is a barrier of two computer monitors between facing students.  

 

Cleaning  

The school has implemented a daily, enhanced cleaning schedule.  This involves cleaning contact 

points, such as door handles, tables, chairs and so on.  Surfaces are sanitised with a cleaner that 

provides antibacterial protection for 18 hours, thus minimising the risk of infection for common contact 

points.  

 

General Hygiene  

 Students will be encouraged to wash their hands regularly, in line with government guidance.   

 

 Students will be encouraged to use toilets, if needed, throughout the school day rather than just 

at break-time.   

 

 The school has purchased 24 hand sanitiser stations that are placed at various points inside 

the building.  Students will be encouraged to use these regularly. 

 

 There are also two further external hand sanitiser stations for students to use. 

 

 Students who have a lesson in an IT room will be asked to wipe down their desk and keyboard 

at the end of the lesson as an extra hygiene measure. 

 

Equipment  

There will be no shared resources or equipment in lessons.  Students MUST bring their own equipment 

to school and should not share with others.  This MUST include: pen, pencil, ruler, calculator as a 

minimum. 

 

Movement between Lessons  

 Normal movement time will be allowed between lessons in the first instance while we evaluate 

the time it takes for students to move between classrooms. 

 

 There is now a one-way system in place in corridors and on stairwells. This will minimise risk by 

ensuring students do not meet others coming in the opposite direction. 

 

 Students will be expected to make their way between lessons in single file with a reasonable 

distance between them.  This will reduce risk during lesson changes.  Staff will monitor and 

support students to lessons calmly and promptly.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:adminoffice@kes.essex.sch.uk


Food, Drink and Break-Times 

 Students are encouraged to bring a filled water bottle to school.  Some water facilities will be 

available in school, but it will not be possible to buy drinks from the canteen; students should 

come prepared wherever possible.  

 

 Students are encouraged to bring a packed lunch to school if at all possible.  While some 

canteen facilities will be available as outlined below, these will be limited. 

 

 The school canteen will only be able to offer a reduced service in the first instance in 

September.  We will review this regularly, and will increase what is available when possible.  

There will be a limited cold food option (one meat based and one vegetarian) each day.  

Students who receive free school meals will no longer receive vouchers and will receive one or 

other of these options.  Parents should place an order online for food for the following week by 

the end of that Friday (e.g. by end of Friday, 11th September for the week Monday, 14th to Friday, 

18th September).  Food will be prepared each day, bagged and labelled for students to collect 

each day.  Please ensure that your son or daughter knows what has been brought for them, and 

on which day to avoid confusion.  

 

 Break-times will be staggered to support social distancing.  Years 7, 8 and 9 will have a break at 

the end of Period 1 and the end of Period 3.  Years 10, 11, 12 and 13 will have a break at the 

end of Period 2 and at the end of Period 4. 

 

Behaviour Policy 

The Behaviour Policy has been reviewed to take account of the current situation.  A copy of it may be 

found on the school website at the link given earlier in this letter. 

 

Parents and Visitors 

Unfortunately we cannot allow open access to the site to parents and visitors at this time.  Parents and 

visitors are not permitted on site in the usual way, but by invitation and appointment only.  Please 

contact the school either via School Gateway, email to adminoffice@kes.essex.sch.uk or telephone in 

the same way as you did throughout lockdown.  Parents will not be permitted to drive their vehicles onto 

site during this time.  Thank you for your co-operation on this.  

 

 

I do hope that this letter provides answers to your questions and clarifies the school’s approach for 

September.  If you have further questions or concerns, please email adminoffice@kes.essex.sch.uk.  

Our priority is to ensure a safe and smooth transition back to school for all students.  I do hope you 

enjoy the remainder of the holiday and we are looking forward to welcoming students back at the start 

of term. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Jonathan Osborn 

Headteacher 
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