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“ My daughter has settled 
 very well into KES life 
 and is enjoying school”
 Parent of  Year 7 student 



At KES, the wellbeing 
and happiness of  
our students are at 
the centre of all that 
we do.

Helping them 
to achieve their 
‘Personal Best’, in 
every aspect of school 
life, is what motivates 
and drives us in our 
pursuit of excellence.

Welcome

“Our school is one where everyone is encouraged and supported to achieve their Personal Best”
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For students who find learning more of a 
challenge and need additional support, our 
excellent SEND team work closely with teachers to 
ensure these students are able to achieve to their 
maximum potential. 

As part of the Department for Education’s Priority 
Schools Building Programme, a new two-storey 
building will start to be constructed from November 
2022. The construction and finish of the building 
will make us one of the most sustainable and  
eco-friendly schools in the country.

The facilities in the new building will include 
design and technology workshops, food 
technology rooms, art rooms, general classrooms, 
a new school hall and dining room, and offices for 
staff, and every single teaching space will benefit 
from state-of-the-art ICT equipment.

This project provides a wonderful opportunity for  
our whole school community, especially students 
new to KES, and we look forward to opening the 
new building in the summer term of 2024.

We aim to inspire our students to continually 
want to do better and improve on what they have 
already achieved. We want every student to strive 
to achieve the very best that they can in every 
aspect of school life – from their studies through 
to participation in things such as school shows 
and sporting activities.

The wellbeing of our students is something we 
take seriously, since we want students to be 
happy, well-adjusted and resilient during their 
time at KES and beyond. A happy, secure student 
is far more likely to be successful throughout life. 
The opportunities on offer at KES allow students 
to develop in this way and to develop the skills 
and attributes they need to face the future with 
confidence. 

Our students leave KES ready to embrace the 
next chapter of their young lives, whether that be 
studying a degree at university when they leave 
our Sixth Form or starting an apprenticeship when 
they leave at the end of Year 11. 



“ I’m so happy my  
 son got to be part of   
 your school ”
 Parent of  Year 7 student 



We expect high 
standards from our 
students - standards 
that we believe help 
them to achieve their 
full potential.

Our Student 
Leadership Team are 
excellent role models, 
providing mentoring 
and setting a positive 
example to the younger 
students.

As a whole school we adopt a #KESway ethos, which means 
that we believe that we should live without harming others, 
carry out acts of kindness, and show respect at all times. We 
expect our students to be kind, helpful, friendly, responsible, 
respectful and pleasant to everyone. Good at saying ‘Please’, 
‘Thank you’, ‘I’m sorry’, ‘How are you?’ and ‘Let me help you’ 
and able to help each other, share, work hard and try their 
very best. 

We have a strict uniform policy at KES as we believe it 
helps students prepare for working life. We expect them to 
wear the correct uniform at all times and ensure that their 
appearance is appropriate for school. All students wear 
identity badges, featuring their name and photograph.

We are supportive of all students at KES and have a strong 
anti-bullying policy - we believe everyone has the right to feel 
comfortable, and we work very hard with our students to 
make sure this happens. 

We operate a continental style school day. The day starts at 
07.55 and finishes at 14.10 with two 25 minute breaks and 
five periods of learning. Not only does this allow for a full day 
of learning, it also enables students to attend extracurricular 
activities after school.

Expectations

“Our students and staff are polite and treat each other with kindness and mutual respect”
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“ My daughter has always found 
 academic work a challenge 
 and I am delighted that 
	 KES	has	identified	and	
 highlighted her efforts”
 Parent of  Year 8 student 



We believe our 
students should have 
the opportunity to study 
subjects that they are 
enthusiastic about and 
that allow them to use 
their creativity to their 
full potential. 

We offer a huge  
range of subjects at 
Key Stage 4 and Key 
Stage 5

KES follows the National Curriculum. Students study English, 
Mathematics and Science, as well as PSHE, Religious Education 
and Physical Education. In Years 7 to 9 (Key Stage 3), students 
also study Technology, Geography, History, Music, Art, Drama, 
IT, a Modern Foreign Language (French or Spanish) and have 
regular reading lessons every day. 

In Years 10 and 11 (Key Stage 4), students choose from a 
number of optional subjects, in addition to their core subjects, 
including: Drama, Computer Science, Music, French, Spanish, 
Media Studies and Sociology. They are also able to choose 
from a variety of Applied Learning courses including: Business, 
Product Design, Health and Social Care, Child Development, 
Hair and Beauty, Construction and Catering.

We also provide the opportunity for students to experience different 
cultures on the various trips on offer each year. Previous 
adventures include skiing in Italy, trips to CERN, Geneva and an 
outdoor residential adventure at Mersea.

We also run a wide range of after school clubs and activities 
that enable our students to explore other avenues of learning 
and enjoyment, whilst budding actors can also perform in our 
annual school productions.

“Our students are on a personal pathway to academic success”

Opportunities
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“ My daughter came home 
 absolutely buzzing from 
 yesterday’s hockey match, 
 she really enjoys her lessons ”
 Parent of  Year 8 student 



As part of the 
Department for 
Education’s Priority 
Schools Building 
Programme, a new 
sustainable and  
eco-friendly two-storey 
building will start to 
be constructed from 
November 2022 and 
will be open for the 
summer term of 2024.

To ensure our students have the best learning environment 
possible, we regularly invest in improvements to classrooms and 
shared spaces, and work hard to ensure they have the latest 
equipment to help them succeed. In 2024, the school will have 
a completely new central school building and courtyard. 

A heated indoor swimming pool, an outside all-weather MUGA 
(multi-use games area), a fully equipped sports hall and multi-
gym provide our students with the opportunity to develop a wide 
range of sporting skills. 

Newly renovated music rooms and a modern dance studio, 
with mirrored walls and impressive sound system, enable our 
talented Performing Arts students to practise all forms of dance 
and performance.

Our dining hall serves a nutritionally balanced menu at break 
times and at the end of the school day before extra-curricular 
clubs begin.

As well as ensuring the safety of our students inside school, we 
are committed to making sure they are as safe as they can be 
on their way to and from school as well. We have an entrance to 
the school in Brays Lane for school buses with a specific area 
for them to park and allow students to disembark safely inside 
the school grounds.

“Our school is safe and clean with everyone sharing responsibility for it”

Environment
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“ My daughter came  
 home and said that it  
 was her best trip ever! ”
 Parent of  Year 9 student 



All students’ progress 
is regularly monitored 
throughout their time 
at KES. 

We want our students 
to achieve their 
‘Personal Best’ and 
in order for them to 
do this they need to 
know how they are 
progressing, and 
where they need to 
improve.

Progress
At KES we believe that working with parents and carers is an 
essential part of a student’s success and so we encourage 
parents to discuss their child’s progress with us. Through 
regular feedback, we are able to help students to be the best 
that they can be. Parents are kept up to date with their child’s 
progress via regular reports and through School Gateway, our 
online communication system. 

Form Tutors and Heads of Year are also available to discuss 
a student’s progress further and there are annual parent 
consultation meetings for each year group, where there is the 
opportunity to talk to class teachers and Heads of Year about 
how students are progressing.

Through our online homework tool - Satchel One - students are 
able to manage their homework tasks and deadlines easily and 
the use of recall tools, such as SENECA, provide the opportunity 
for students to develop good retrieval practice.

Feedback is provided for students via regular teacher targets. 
These are given directly to students and help to ensure good 
progress is made. A number of additional opportunities are also 
provided for students to develop their learning. These include 
the use of the Learning Resource Centre and IT facilities.

“Our students and staff are enterprising and approach challenges with a ‘can-do’ attitude”
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“ What a fantastic awards 
 evening – such fabulous 
 entertainment! ”
 Parent of  Year 10 student 



We have an aspirational attitude for all students and their 
achievements. Students are celebrated just as much for 
academic excellence, such as admittance to Oxford, or 
receiving a grade 9 in their exams, as they are for showing 
kindess, such as raising money for charitable causes. 

Through our House system, students work together across 
year groups taking part in events and activities to help their 
House win points. They can also earn points personally 
during lesson times and through extracurricular activities, 
and be in with the chance of winning a range of prizes. 

Each year we take over the Cliffs Pavilion for our stunning 
Pinnacle Awards evening where we present our hardest 
workers and highest achievers with awards to recognise their 
success over the year. Winners come from all year groups 
and all abilities. Our Performing Arts students take to the 
stage and showcase their talents before a special guest 
speaker presents the awards. 

At the end of each summer term the House competition 
culminates in an impressive Sports Day held at Garon Park 
in Southend where the overall winning House of the year is 
crowned and awarded a prestigious trophy.

Achievement

At KES, we have 
a student reward 
scheme that helps 
stimulate learning 
and motivates good 
behaviour. 

The scheme provides 
an opportunity 
for students to be 
rewarded for their 
achievements, inside 
and outside school. 

“Our culture is one of continuous improvement, creativity and enthusiasm”
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“ Your help and support 
	 over	the	past	five	years	
 has meant such a great 
 deal to my family ”
 Parent of  Year 11 student 



At KES, we believe 
that parental support 
is crucial to helping a 
child succeed.

Which is why we firmly 
believe in a strong 
partnership with our 
parents and carers, 
and in providing 
effective support to 
families when they 
need it.  

Teachers at KES take account of the different learning needs 
in the way they organise their lessons and teach - using a 
range of strategies to ensure all students can access the 
curriculum. However, if a child needs additional support there 
are a range of ways that this is provided. This could be directly 
through our Special Educational Needs team, or as another 
example, through mentoring by a Sixth Form student.  

Children make progress at different rates and have different 
ways in which they learn best. Before transfer to KES, our two 
Special Educational Needs Coordinators (SENDCo) liaise with 
all feeder primary schools to ensure that any children with 
particular needs are supported on their transfer, and once 
they join KES.

At KES, we believe in a kind, supportive and inclusive 
structure and we have invested in our pastoral care system 
over many years. Should a family need further support at 
any time, we have good relationships with a range of service 
providers, such as Rochford Extended Services. 

“All staff work together to ensure each child receives the right support they need to succeed”  

Support
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“ My son can’t wait 
 to go to KES ”
 Parent of  Year 6 student 
 at Holt Farm Junior School



We have active links 
with all our feeder 
schools, which involve 
a programme of co-
operation and mutual 
support. 

All new Year 7 students 
are invited into KES for 
a Summer Adventure 
during the six weeks’ 
holiday, which help 
them become part of 
our community before 
they join KES. 

To ensure a smooth transition between the primary and 
secondary stages of education, our Head of Year 7 and often 
the Special Needs Coordinator, visit the Year 6 children in their 
primary schools in the summer term. 

We hold a welcome event for our new students and their parents/
carers in June. During this event we provide parents with a 
detailed explanation of what they and their children can expect 
when they start at KES. We also provide information on how to 
prepare for secondary school. 

In July, all our new students attend an induction day which 
enables them to get to know other students and familiarise 
themselves with the school.

We make sure all our new arrivals feel welcome and at home 
from day one. Our KES Summer Adventure has shown to be a big 
hit with Year 6 students. They are able to take part in a range of 
exciting activities and meet their peers before starting at KES in 
the September. They then have the school to themselves on their 
first day and are given a full induction into life at KES over the first 
two weeks including a team-building day.

In September we hold an introductions evening where students 
introduce their parents to their teachers; helping to build strong 
home school links.

“Our school is welcoming, inclusive, has a real community feel and is a place where everyone is valued”

Community
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www.kes.essex.sch.uk
www.facebook.com/thekingedmundschool 

www.twitter.com/LIFE_AT_KES

Address Vaughan Close, Rochford, Essex SS4 1TL
Email admissions@kes.essex.sch.uk

Telephone 01702 545771


