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PARLIAMENTARY LAW MAKING 

 Who makes our Laws and how are they made? 

•  In our country there are two key sources of Law; Parliament and the 
Judiciary. One of the first topics we will study together will be 
‘Parliamentary law making’, which looks in detail at the process of making law 
in Parliament.  When Parliament make Laws we call them Statutes. 



KEY PLAYERS IN PARLIAMENTARY LAW MAKING 

Because of the Corona Virus you might be watching or reading the news more than you used 
to.  You might also be seeing or hearing a lot more from members of the Government, and in 
particular, hearing more from members of the Cabinet.   

It is an important skill for you as a law student to keep engaging with the news to ensure that 
you keep abreast of what is happening in the world.   

The purpose of this week’s activities are to get to know who the key players are in terms 
Parliamentary law making. 



WHERE IS PARLIAMENT? 

•  Usually this body sits in the Palace of Westminster on the banks of the River Thames. 

•  Currently a good deal of its work is being completed remotely however. 



PARLIAMENT  

If you’ve never visited it before, make sure you pin  

https://www.parliament.uk/  

to the home screen on your phone, and then ensure you follow Parliament via one of their social media 
pages.  This will be really useful for you.  

Why not visit the page now and have a look around. 

Activity 1:  Use the relevant links on the above page to find out who your local MP is.  



PARLIAMENT 

•  So, when we use this term, we are referring to the ‘organisation’ that makes our laws. 

Parliament is made up of the following key ‘groups’ of people: 

 - The House of Commons  

 - The House of Lords  

 - The Monarchy  

 - The Government  

 - The Opposition  



HOUSE OF COMMONS 

•  When we think of Parliament, what many of us imagine is actually the House of Commons.  Arguably 
the most important part of Parliament, it is however just one part of it.  

Watch the video: 

https://learning.parliament.uk/resources/what-is-the-house-of-commons-video/ 

. 



THE GOVERNMENT AND THE OPPOSITION 

•  In the video you just watched, there was reference to the  

‘Government’ and the ‘Opposition.’ 

 In the news recently, it has been reported that the public want the Opposition to ‘hold the Government 
to account’ for their handling of the Corona Virus, and the decisions they have made. 

Activity 2: 

1.  Find out if your local MP is a member of Government or the Opposition. 

2.   Find out what it means to ‘hold the Government to account.’ 

3.   See if you can find a news story about an issue that you think the Government should be ‘held to 
account’ for. 



THE HOUSE OF LORDS  

Activity 3: Watch the video, and then answer the questions that follow: 

https://learning.parliament.uk/resources/who-is-in-the-house-of-lords/ 

 - How do you get to be a member of the  

House of Lords? 

 - What special qualities can they offer  

the law making process do you think? 

 - Can you think of any negatives about  

this group of people being involved in 

making laws for our country? 



THE MONARCH 

•  The Queen is also technically a member of Parliament. 

•  No law can officially be made without her seal of approval. 

But, many people would argue that a Monarch should have no place in making law 

in a modern democracy. 

Activity 4: Read this opinion piece from The Guardian 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/nov/25/prince-andrew-bad-apple-abolish-monarchy-
republic 

What’s your opinion? 



HOW ARE LAWS MADE? 

•  Activity 5: For  an overview on the process of how Laws are made, watch the video: 

https://learning.parliament.uk/resources/how-laws-are-made/ 

•  - What do we call a law before it is officially a law? i.e. whilst it is going through the law 
making process in Parliament? 

-  What is the final stage of the law making process in Parliament? 

-   Do you think this is an effective way of making law?  Can you give reasons for your 
answer? 


