
 

 

 

 

26th February 2020  

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

Re: Coronavirus – Government Advice  

I am writing to you following my letter yesterday with a brief update.  Through today I have held 

assemblies with students to ensure that they are aware of the situation; I updated them with details of 

what the school is doing, in line with Public Health England guidance and made sure they all understood 

the symptoms of Coronavirus – that a fever/raised temperature is the key indication.  

 

As you may imagine, we have spoken to quite a number of parents today, and also healthcare 

professionals.  There are a few key points that I would like to emphasise once again, because of the 

questions that have been raised. 

 

 Symptoms have been outlined clearly in Public Health England guidance.  These do NOT include 

stomach aches and/or diarrhoea.  The primary symptom is a fever, usually with an associated 

cough. 

 

 Advice given by Public Health England is directed mainly to individuals – their advice is therefore 

essentially is directed towards parents for them to follow with their children.  You as a parent 

are in the best position to know whether your child is unwell and to take appropriate action.   

 

 Public Health England is clear that there is no need for schools to close at this point.  There is 

also no need for students or staff to stay at home and contact 111 unless they are exhibiting 

the symptoms of Coronavirus and they have reason to believe they may have been exposed to 

the virus.  

 

 The advice for prevention of the spread of the virus is exactly what would be expected: 

- Regular washing of hands using soap. 

- Avoiding touching one’s eyes or mouth following being exposed to someone else coughing 

or sneezing. 

- Disposing of tissues and the like rapidly and hygienically.  

 

We will continue to monitor the situation closely and, will of course, update you if advice changes.  As I 

stated yesterday, the broad thrust of the advice is that, as far as possible, for life to continue as normal 

for everyone involved with the school.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Jonathan Osborn 

Headteacher  

 


