
 

 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

Following the government announcements today, I am writing to you to update you on the school's approach to Coronavirus. 

Our aim continues to be to follow the advice from Public Health England and to ensure that, as far as possible, we provide 

education for the vast majority of students who are attending school.  Clearly, today's announcements have an effect on this; 

please take note of the points below: 

• We currently do not have many staff absent from school for any reason (usual health matters or coronavirus related).  This 

may change over the coming days and if it does I will notify you and let you know the new arrangements for students. 

• A number of students did not attend today and parents asked for individual work to be set for them.  As things stand, this 

is not possible.  If (when) the situation changes and we take a decision to not be open for some students, we will set work 

to be completed at home. 

• There was a high volume of calls from parents today.  From this point forward, we will not be operating the truancy call 

system as we want to make time available to respond to parental contact. 

• Please would you ensure that you check School Gateway for attendance information.  If you have any questions or 

concerns please telephone the school. 

• If you wish to report an absence from school, please use either School Gateway or email (adminoffice@kes.essex.sch.uk) 

to do so.  The significant increase in phone messages is making it harder to respond as the time it takes to do so is 

greater. 

• If you contacted school on Monday in order to tell us that your child was self-isolating, please would you email us again on 

Tuesday to confirm this.  We will then mark them as absent from school for the next 14 days.  Please note that our 

expectation (and the expectation of other organisations) will be that they are then in isolation - not leaving the house and 

ensuring they are not in close contact with others, including family members. 

• We have had a number of parents who have told us that they are keeping their child at home because they do not feel 

comfortable sending them into school.  While I understand absolutely these concerns (I am a father and a grandfather 

and have elderly relatives too), the current guidelines are that young people should continue to attend school.  We will 

continue to apply these guidelines until advised to do otherwise. 

I hope the above is helpful to you in clarifying how things stand.  There is no doubt that these are challenging times for all of us - 

parents, children and school staff alike.  It's important to remember that the number of confirmed cases in Essex is very small 

compared to most parts of England.  Please help us to help you by making sure that you use School Gateway and email as the 

main means of communication rather than telephone. 

If you have any other questions or queries, do please contact us in the usual way. 

We will respond as soon as possible. 

Kind regards, 

Jonathan Osborn  

Headteacher  
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