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Synopsis 

Young slave-girl Gwyna wakes up to find her 

master’s house is burning. In her escape, she is 

found by Arthur’s magician, Myrddin, and is 

thrown into a life of boyhood, tricks and tales. 

During her travels, she meets a boy who was 

brought up as a girl, tricks a holy man, swims 

in the Roman baths of Aquae Sulis, takes part 

in a battle, and witnesses Arthur's brutality, 

greed and immorality, all the while observing 

her master create the fantastic stories that 

have made 'King Arthur' one of the most 

famous men in legend. 

Year 8 Reading List 

Here Lies Arthur 

Here Lies Arthur: Activities 

Complete at least one of the following activities when you have read the 

book and submit it to either your English teacher or your form tutor to get a 

signature in your planner and receive 5 HPs. 

1. Complete the Here Lies Arthur Quiz. 

2. Write a book review, giving your thoughts and feelings about the story. 

Enjoyed this book? Try these… 

o Mortal Engines by Philip Reeve 

o Predator’s Gold (Mortal Engines #2) by Philip Reeve 

o Fever Crumb Trilogy by Philip Reeve  

o The Seeing Stone by Kevin Crossley-Holland 

o The Mists of Avalon by Marion Zimmer Bradley 

o King Arthur and His Knights of the Round Table by Roger Lancelyn Green 

 



The Here Lies Arthur Quiz. 

1. What is the opening line of Here Lies Arthur? 

2. What is the first word Myrddin says to Gwyna? 

3. Who burned down Gwyna’s master’s home? 

4. Where is the sword, Caliburn, from? 

5. What is Arthur’s base known as? 

6. Who do they meet when they arrive at the Widow of Long-Knife’s home? 

7. What secret does Gwyna discover about Peri, the Widow’s daughter? 

8. Arthur becomes the Lord of which town after winning the battle under the Hill 

of Badon? 

9. How did Peredur Long-Knife become one of Arthur’s men? 

10. What is the first sentence of Chapter 30? 

11. Who is the first person to discover Gwyna’s secret? 

12. What is the name of Gwyna’s pony? 

13. Where does Gwyna meet Cei and his men? 

14. Who lead the attack on Cei and his men?  

15. What is the last story Myrddin told?  



 

Book Review 

 

What happened in the story?  What was the story about? 

 

 

How did the events of the story follow on from each other?  

 

 

What was the climax of the story?  How did it end?   

 

 

Who were the main characters? Did they change, if so how? 

 

 

Was there anything interesting about the way it was written? Was it 

written in first or third person?  

 

 

Was it a good story?  Why?  

 

 

What was your favourite moment in the story? Why?  

 

 

Would you recommend this book? Who would you recommend it to? 

 

 


