
 

 

23rd April 2020  

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Year 11 Transition to Sixth Form / College 

Following on from my letter on Sunday, I am writing again to confirm the arrangements for Year 11 

transition work that I wrote about.   

As a school we are very aware that the changes to school are not only impacting Year 11 students’ 

exams and GCSE grades, but also their readiness to begin courses in September 2020.  For Year 11, 

the school closures due to Coronavirus mean that they will have been away from the normal routines 

and work of school for almost 6 months.  Because of this, completing work to help prepare for 

September is vital. 

Every year we provide transition work for students to complete; this year we are putting in place a far 

more detailed programme because of the situation.  Please read through the bullet points below – I 

have tried to cover things fully so that everything is clear, but if there is any confusion or you have any 

questions, please email: sixthform@kes.essex.sch.uk .  A number of our Sixth Form leaders will be on 

hand to help and support. 

 

 Whether or not you applied to KES for next year, you can make use of this transition work.  

Complete work in subjects you are considering taking and submit it as outlined below. 

 

 Students are welcome to complete work for any of these subjects.  If you are not sure which 

subjects you want to take, then complete work for all those you are interested in.  This may help 

you make up your mind. 

 

 The Year 12 timetable was being finalised just before schools closed.  I have attached a copy of 

the option blocks with this letter.  In September, you will need to study 3 subjects from the 4 

blocks.  You can only pick one subject from each column.  For example: Geography and 

Criminology only occur in Block Z.  Because of this, you cannot take both Geography and 

Criminology. 

 

 Use the Option Blocks to check that your choice of subjects ‘fits’.  The choices made by students 

when interviewed earlier this year were used to create these blocks.  Almost all choices made 

then should fit with these option blocks. 

 

 Go to the school website – www.kes.essex.sch.uk .  Click on the yellow button at the top left.  In 

the menu, click on ‘Year 11 Transition into Year 12 Preparation’.  Click to find the courses you 

are interested in. 
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 Each subject will have a link to the work you need to complete.  This should be broken down 

week by week.  It’s important not to rush through this work, but to pace yourself.  It is better to 

go slower but gain more from completing the work as fully as possible. 

 

 Submit work via email to: sixthform@kes.essex.sch.uk .Please label your work clearly with your 

name and the subject name.  Please also put your name and the subject name in the Subject 

Line of the email.  This will make it easy to pass onto the right teacher. 

 

 Core Maths would be a useful subject to take for anyone looking to take a science or social 

science subject.  It will help you enhance the maths skills necessary in these subjects.  You 

should not complete work for Core Maths if you are planning to take A Level Maths.  

 

 EPQ is for anyone following Level 3 courses, but particularly 3 A Levels.  It is a very useful 

addition to your studies.  Please look at this section – especially if you are already considering 

going to university. 

 

 GCSE English and Maths are for everyone who is not securely at grade 4.  We believe that 

anyone who gains a grade 3 will be able to re-take in September, as well as November and June 

next year, so work undertaken now should increase the chance of passing in September if you 

gain a grade 3 in August. 

 

 

We will be running this programme of work until Friday, 22nd May and will then review, and may well 

continue beyond that in order to provide the best support possible.  This will also depend on 

whether/when schools reopen. 

 

At the bottom of the transition menu on the website, you will find a section called Careers Information.  

This provides a range of resources for all students whether or not they are continuing in education.  We 

are still here to provide careers advice and support for anyone who needs it; please get in contact if this 

would help you. 

 

I hope all of the above gives you the guidance you need to get stuck into the transition materials.  We 

believe that this work is vital for students, given the situation this year.  We will be looking at it closely 

when discussing students’ subjects for Sixth Form on results day and it will be used to help make 

decisions on whether subjects are suitable for students – particularly if a student’s grades are not quite 

where we would all want them to be. 

 

As I wrote earlier, if you have any questions or concerns, please direct them to 

sixthform@kes.essex.sch.uk. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Jonathan Osborn 

Headteacher 
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