
 

 

19th April 2020  

 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

Update for Start of Summer Term 

I hope that you and your family have stayed well over the past two weeks of what has been the Easter 

holiday.  I know for myself, and from talking to staff, how strange this time has been, but hopefully it has 

been good for you. 

I am writing just prior to the start of the summer term tomorrow to update you on a range of things and 

to ensure that school gets off to a good start tomorrow. 

IT Support 

When I wrote to you before the holiday, I informed you that the ITSupport@kes.essex.sch.uk email 

address would not be monitored over the holiday.  This will restart again tomorrow.  Hopefully, there will 

be few IT issues as we start up again, but please use the above address if you have any issues with 

Show My Homework or RMUnify. 

 

Arrangements for School Work 

We pick up on Monday, 20th April where we left off on Friday, 3rd April.  Work will continue to be set on 

Show My Homework according to the timetable we followed before Easter.  There are a couple of minor 

amendment for Key Stage 3 and timetables are attached to this letter as a reminder. RE has been 

replaced by PSHE, in line with what would have been taught this term and Reading lessons are added in 

on Friday afternoons.  Timetables will also be reissued on Show My Homework tomorrow morning. 

 

Students should continue to complete work and submit it as previously.  Teachers and LSA’s are 

available to provide support where needed as before. 

 

Students need to remember to check in with their Form Tutor at the start of the day – which is 

09.00 am.  Please remind them so that they get back into the habit of doing this.  

 

 

Work for Year 10 and Year 12 

We are very aware that Year 10 and most of Year 12 are part-way through their courses leading to 

exams in the summer of 2021.  We will therefore be starting to cover new topics over the coming few 

weeks.  We have carefully selected these to be ones that are easier to cover remotely, but will mix new 

work with revision of previously covered topics and the use of exam questions for practice.  This should 

mean that Year 10 and Year 12 students are making progress with course content over this period of 

time. 

 

Year 11 and Year 13 Exams 

Although we are still waiting for detailed guidance on vocational courses (for example, all Year 13 

BTECs, Year 11 Construction) the next steps for both Year 11 and Year 13 are clearer in terms of the 
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process for students getting exam grades in the summer.  I will write separately to Year 11 and Year 13 

in the next few days to give a detailed update on how this will work. 

 

 

Year 11 and Year 13 Vocational Courses 

We have yet to receive detailed guidance from course providers on what needs to happen ensure 

students get the grades they deserve.  Because of this, we will expect students to continue to 

complete work related to their vocational courses.  This will be set on Show My Homework and may 

influence the grade that a student gains.  It is important that this work is completed. 

 

Year 11 Other Work 

We do not expect Year 11 students to complete any further work related to their GCSE’s except that 

outlined above for vocational subjects. 

 

However, from Wednesday, we will be providing work for students who will be continuing in education in 

September – whether that is at KES or elsewhere.  If students do no work between now and September, 

they will start their A Levels or vocational course at a disadvantage – it will certainly be a lot harder than 

it needs to be.  We are therefore providing transition work in all A Level and BTEC subjects for students 

to tackle during the coming term. 

 

 Work will be posted weekly.  There is no need to follow specific lesson times. 

 Students should work on the subjects they wish to take in September – these may not now be 

the same as when a Sixth Form application was completed! 

 If you are not sure about your subjects – you may be finding it difficult to choose between two, 

for example – complete the work for both of them.  This may help you to make up your mind. 

 Even if you are not intending to remain at KES, this work will be helpful in preparing for your 

future courses.  Please complete it and submit it as outlined below. 

 Work should be submitted at the end of each week.   Students will then receive feedback on the 

work they have done. 

 

Completion of this work is important.  We want students to be ready for their next steps in September 

and this will greatly help.  We will look carefully at how students have participated in this work when 

looking at entry into the Sixth Form on Results Day in August. For example, a student who misses out on 

required grades for a course and who has completed little transition work is unlikely to be able to take 

that course.  However, doing well with transition work is likely to open more doors for a student. 

 

Year 13 - Preparation for Next Steps 

We want to support Year 13 students as well as possible over the coming months. We will be contacting 

all students by the end of Friday, 24th April to discuss individually what this will look like for them.  

Year 9 Options Update 

The process of organising options for Year 9 as they move into Year 10 is almost complete.  We will be 

writing to all parents by the middle of May to let you know the allocation of subjects. 

 

Year 12 Resit English and Maths 

Students in Year 12 studying resit English and/or Maths do not need to complete any further work. They 

will be part of the same process as Year 11 students and will be allocated grades in the same way. 

 

 

 

I trust all of the above covers what is needed as school starts again.  It is still not clear how things will 

develop over the coming weeks or when schools will return.  We will continue to support you and all KES 

students in the best way we can – as ever, if you have any questions or concerns please get in contact. 

 

With very best wishes, 

 

 

 

Jonathan Osborn 

Headteacher  

 

 


