
 

 

7th September 2020 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

Feedback on Start to Term 

I am taking the opportunity at the end of today to update you on the start to term and give you feedback 

on a number of different items that have either come up today or have been asked about by parents. 

 

We have received many phone calls from parents today; the volume of calls has meant frustration for 

many as they have had to wait longer than usual.  Many of the questions have already been answered 

in letters that I have already sent over the course of the last two months.  Please would you check your 

emails for these letters first and see if your question has been answered there.  This may save you time.  

Below are the answers to some of the questions and some other points that have come up. 

 

Transport to School 

There have been many questions about the contract buses provided for those in Essex who live more 

than three miles from KES, where we are their nearest school. 

 

 This contract is between Essex and Stephenson’s.  We do not have the authority to dictate how 

the service runs, how many buses are provided or whether students are expected to wear 

facemasks. 

 

 Our understanding is as follows:  Stephenson’s are not classed as public buses.  There is 

therefore no requirement for students to wear facemasks.  We would like students to feel 

comfortable on their journey to school, but this lies with Essex and Stephenson’s. I have no 

issue with parents letting us know their concerns – we will relay these to Stephenson’s, but if 

you are concerned, you do need to also take this up with Essex and Stephenson’s yourselves. 

 

Many students also travel to school on the Arriva bus services.  We will be contacting Arriva in the next 

day or so to discuss the service currently in place and give them our feedback.  However, again, we 

have no power to demand they put on particular services or that they prioritise KES students.  Of 

course, we ask for this but it is their decision. 

 

For parents who drive their child to school, I would like to say thank you to those who have worked with 

us by dropping their child a 5-10 minute walk from school.  Not only does this give them some good 

exercise, it also makes it easier for them to socially distance as they arrive at school.  I will ask again:  

please do not drop your child in any of: Vaughan Close, Spencer Gardens, and Oxford Road etc.  This is 

neither fair to your child nor others in that it makes it far harder for them to socially distance as they 

arrive. 

 

Start of the School Day 

This went smoothly today with students lining up on the yard before being taken in by their Form Tutor.  

This will continue to be the system we use as we move forward.  As was the case previously, students 

arriving after 07.54 am will be marked as late because they will not be able to be on time to their tutor 

room.  



Visiting the School Site 

We are currently only allowing visitors onto the school site if they have a prior appointment.  If you need 

to see a member of staff, please make an appointment either by email or phone rather than coming 

onto the school site.  

 

Food 

As you will know from previous letters, we are encouraging students to bring a packed lunch to school. 

The canteen is still providing some food, but this is a vegetarian/non-vegetarian cold food option. If you 

wish your child to have this, please order in the usual way by the end of the previous week. 

 

Today, around 80 ‘food bags’ were prepared for students however, many of these weren’t collected.  

Please remind your son or daughter to collect their food from the usual place – the servery by the 

canteen. 

 

PE Lessons 

The first PE lesson that a student has during the school year is one where they do not need PE kit.  

Many students will now have had one or (in the case of Year 7) even two lessons.  If your child has not 

yet had PE, they do not need kit for their very first lesson of the year. 

 

In line with the agreed approach across all secondary schools in Castle Point and Rochford, students 

should wear their PE kit as their uniform on the days they have PE.  Plain jogging bottoms or the KES 

branded tracksuit are part of the PE kit and we would recommend that girls wear these over their skort.  

Students should also check with their PE teacher which version of the PE kit is needed if there is any 

doubt. 

 

Face Masks 

Thank you to those parents who have let us know that they wish their child to wear a facemask.  There 

are a range of diverse views on facemasks and there is not a consistent approach in place for schools 

across the UK.  Our view at the moment is that we want to allow parents and students the discretion to 

wear a facemask if they wish.  However, it needs to be a settled choice and worn at all times inside the 

building.  There is clear evidence that the putting on and taking off of facemasks can increase the risk 

of infection – this is the reason for our approach. 

 

We will continue to regularly review advice and guidance, as well as the approach in place in schools 

across the area and further afield and may change our approach if we believe it is necessary.  

 

Given all of the above, and the fact that students have returned to school after such a lengthy absence, 

I would like to tell you that they have handled the situation really well. Some have been very anxious, 

but almost everyone has made a successful return.  They key thing now is to build on that and to re-

establish working patterns and habits.   

 

I will write to you again later this week if there is further information to pass on; for now, we will 

continue to support students fully as they return.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Jonathan Osborn 

Headteacher 

 


