
 
 

3rd April 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

End of Term Update  

 

At the end of what has been the most unusual half-term I can remember, I am writing to update 

you on various things as we begin the Easter holidays. 

 

Work Over The Past Two Weeks 

Firstly, I would like to say a heartfelt thank you to all of you as parents for all you have done to 

work with us and support your children over these past two weeks.  We have been very aware of 

the challenges this has brought many of you in both managing technical issues and supporting 

work outside your comfort zone, but thank you, because what we have seen from our side is so 

many KES students and families rising to the challenge and still engaging in school in these 

difficult times. 

 

Easter Holidays 

I have asked all staff not to set work over the coming two-week holiday.  So, from Monday please 

do not look at Show My Homework!  It is possible for various technical reasons that there may 

still be the odd piece of work on the website.  Please ignore these!  There is no work to complete 

over Easter. 

 

IT Support 

The email address ITSupport@kes.essex.sch.uk has been incredibly busy over the last two weeks.  

This email address will NOT be monitored from now until Monday, 20th April.  Please do not 

request any help as your request will not be answered.  The email inbox will be emptied and will 

start from scratch next term. 

 

Lessons After Easter 

There will be some changes to what is in place after Easter and I will write in detail about these 

shortly before the end of the holiday.  The most important part, though, will be changes to our 

work with Year 11 and Year 13.  Further details will come on that early next week.  One change 

that will happen in Years 7 to 9 is that RE lessons will be replaced with PSHE lessons in line with 

our curriculum plans. 

 

Exam Update 

As you may know, Ofqual released guidance today on the processes for awarding exam grades 

this year.  However, this guidance is not really complete as it doesn’t address vocational courses, 

which is a pretty glaring oversight.  We are taking some time to analyse and digest the content of 

the guidance and I will write in more detail specifically to Year 11 and Year 13 parents and 

students early next week. 

 

We understand, especially for Year 13 students, that the uncertainty at this time can be very 

difficult.  We will continue to support you through this process and will be doing all we can to 

ensure KES students get a fair and accurate grade this summer. 
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Year 9 Options 

We have continued to work on the options process in spite of recent events.  We will be 

confirming option choices to parents and students early next term. 

 

Sixth Form Lessons 

Over recent days we have experimented with using Zoom for online lessons with selected Sixth 

Form classes.  While this will not be possible with other yeargroups because of class size, the 

smaller groups make this possible in the Sixth Form.  We will be continuing with this after Easter 

in some subjects and with classes who we feel would benefit most from it. 

 

Finally, you will find attached to this letter a pdf entitled KES Wellbeing Flyer.  You will know that 

over the past few years we have worked with students on what we have called KESway – this 

gives us an easy way to talk about how students relate to each other, and to adults.  It also helps 

us address issues relating to their own wellbeing with students. 

 

We are very conscious that in these difficult times, and particularly as two weeks becomes a 

month, and longer, that we all need to look after our own wellbeing and be kind to ourselves.  So, 

this flyer contains some advice for KES students on things they can do each day to feel GREAT. 

 

We also want KES to be a community and you as parents are part of that.  There may be some 

things in the flyer that would be useful to you too – maybe there are things that you could do as a 

family.  I hope that I haven’t caused any offence in saying this – we simply want everyone 

connected to KES to be okay in the current times and want to do what we can to help. 

 

Anyway, I do hope that the Easter Holiday is good for both you and your family.  I hope you, and 

your wider family, stay healthy and safe. 

 

Kind regards, 

 
Jonathan Osborn  

Headteacher  


