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HOW THIS GUIDE WORKS 
 
The basic idea is that once a you can remember a 
fact on three separate occasions, it should then be 
embedded in your memory for the exam.  Simply tick 
the right hand column every time you get a question 
right.  Once you have three ticks, there is no need to 
return to that question.  
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SECTION 11: THE NORTHERN REVOLTS - 1569 
 1. What religion were did the Northern Earls want re-

stored to England? 
Catholicism    

 2. What two men did the Northern Earls feel had too 
much influence over Elizabeth...taking much of their 
power. 

Robert Cecil and Robert Dudley    

 3. What was the name of the Earl of Northumberland 
who had lost a lot of influence under Elizabeth. He had 
also lost the rights to a valuable copper mine found on 
his lands...to the queen in 1567. 

Thomas Percy    

 4. As part of the Northern Revolt, Thomas Howard 
planned to marry Mary Queen of Scots. Where was he 
the duke of? 

Norfolk    

 5. Charles Neville was from an important Catholic fami-
ly in the north of England. Where was he earl of? 

Westmorland    

 6. Which Protestant had been given the important posi-
tion of Bishop of Durham 1561, angering the Catholic 
Northern Earls? 

James Pilkington    

 7. Which country failed to send the support it had prom-
ised for the revolt? 

Spain    

 8.  How many rebels were executed as Elizabeth reas-
serted her authority? 

450    

 9. As a result of the Northern Revolt Elizabeth put a 
committed protestant in charge of the Council of the 
North. Who was he? 

The Earl of Huntington    

 10. What did the Northern Revolt encourage the Pope to 
do? 

He issued a papal bull and excommunicated Elizabeth 
from the Catholic Church. 

   

 
SECTION 12 - CATHOLIC REVOLTS 
 11. Which Duke was a cousin of Mary Queen of Scots 

and was due to invade England as part of the Throck-
morton Plot? 

SS (Schutz Staffel), led by Heinrich Himmler.    

 12. Which Duke was supposed to bring 10,000 men to 
England to support the Ridolphi Plot? 

Blonde hair, blue eyes, physically fit    

 13. Prior to the Catholic plots the Pope excommunicated 
Elizabeth by making a statement known as a what? 

    

 14. An act of parliament in 1585 set the punishment for 
helping Catholic Priests as what? 

    

 15. Which Protestant was put in charge of the Council 
of the North, angering Catholics and becoming a key 
reason for the plots of 1571-86? 

    

 16. Who uncovered the Throckmorton Plot?     
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 17. When was Mary Queen of Scots executed?     

 18. How many priests were executed in 1586, following 
the Babington Plot? 

    

 19. Roughly how many Catholics were imprisoned after 
the Throckmorton Plot? 

    

 20. Who discovered the Ridolfi Plot?     

 21. Which Duke was likely to marry Mary under the 
Ridolfi Plot? 

    

 22. What was the first of the three Catholic plots? The Ridolfi Plot    

 
SECTION 13 - The Execution of Mary Queen of Scots 
 23. Why was Elizabeth so slow to sign the death war-

rant of Mary Queen of Scots? 
It would set a dangerous precedent to kill an anointed 
monarch and could lead to problems for Elizabeth and 
any heirs.  

   

 24. Which act of parliament stated that in the event of 
Elizabeth’s death, Mary Queen of Scots would be 
barred from succession? 

Act for the Preservation of the Queen’s Safety    

 25. Who was in charge of the spies that uncovered evi-
dence linking Mary to the Catholic plots? 

Francis Walsingham    

 26. By the start if 1587 it was clear that which king was 
planning to invade England, providing another reason to 
execute Mary? 

Philip II of Spain    

 27. What was the date of Mary Queen of Scots’ execu-
tion? 

8th February 1587    

 28. Where was Mary Queen of Scots executed? Fotheringhay Castle    

 
 

29. What was Walsingham’s main role during Eliza-
beth’s reign? 

Secretary of State    

 30. What is an ‘agent provocateur’? Someone who encourages enemies to act in a certain 
way, providing an excuse for them to be acted upon. 

   

 31. Give an example of an agent provocateur, used by 
Walsingham 

Gilbert Gifford was used to open communications be-
tween Mary Queen of Scots and the Babington plotters. 

   

 32. Under Walsingham, how many priests and Catholic 
supporters were executed? 

130 priests and 60 supporters    

 
SECTION 14 - Walsingham 
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SECTION 15 - Elizabeth’s Foreign policy and commercial rivalry with Spain  

 33. What country in Europe was England’s main route 
into European markets, but was controlled by Spain? 

The Netherlands    

 34. Name three countries in the New World from which 
Spain was growing richer. 

Florida, Caribbean, Mexico, Peru    

 35. Give examples of the types of riches that could be 
traded from the New World. 

Tobacco, sugar cane, silver.    

 36. From where did Francis Drake take £400k of Span-
ish treasure during a raid in 1580? 

Peru    

 37. How did Elizabeth react to this piracy by Drake and 
why might this be a problem? 

She knighted Drake. Such a public display of support 
would have angered Philip II of Spain. 

   

 38. What was the name given to Dutch rebels who Eliz-
abeth encouraged to raid the Spanish? 

Sea Beggars    

 
SECTION 16 - Political and Religious rivalry with Spain  
 39. What religious differences were there between Eng-

land and Spain? 
English was Protestant, Spain was Catholic.    

 40. Elizabeth proposed marriage to which Frenchman to 
bring closer relations with France and ultimately fend 
off Spain? 

Duke of Alencon    

 41. What was the event where the Spanish government 
in the Netherlands ran out of money and their soldiers 
looted Antwerp? 

The Spanish Fury    

 42. What was the name of the document signed by all 
17 Dutch provinces against the Spanish in 1576? 

The Pacification of Ghent    

 43. How did Elizabeth help the Dutch when Philip sent 
a new army to the Netherlands? 

She hired John Casimir and an army of 6,000 English 
and Scottish troops. 

   

 44. Who took over from Don Juan in leading the Span-
ish forces in the Netherlands, allowing Spain to take the 
upper hand. 

Duke of Parma    

 45. 1584 was a key turning point for Anglo-Spanish 
relations because of the death of two of Elizabeth’s 
allies. Who were they? 

Duke of Alencon (died) 
William of Orange (assassinated) 

   

 46. What treaty of 1584 was signed between the French 
Catholic League and Philip? 

The Treaty of Joinville    
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SECTION 17 - Netherlands and Cadiz 

 47. What treaty effectively put England and Spain at 
war? 

The Treaty of Nonsuch    

 48. What did Elizabeth send to help the Dutch under 
this treaty and who did she put in charge? 

7,400 troops, led by Robert Dudley, the Earl of Leices-
ter 

   

 49. Although the campaign in the Netherlands went 
badly, it did have one achievement that was to have an 
impact on the attempted Armada invasion. What was it? 

They stopped the Spanish from capturing the deep water 
port at Ostend…making it hard for Spain’s soldiers and 
navy to meet up. 

   

 50. In 1586 Elizabeth ordered Drake to attack the Span-
ish and on the 19th of April 1587 he did what at Cadiz 
Harbour? 

Attacked, destroying 30 ships over 3 days. He also de-
stroyed lots of provisions. 

   

 51. What did Drake do after he left Cadiz? He spent several weeks attacking the coast of Portugal    

 52. What was the nickname given to Drake’s attacks? The Singeing of the King of Spain’s Beard    

 53. What important delay did Drake’s actions have on 
the Spanish Armada preparations? 

It delayed them by a year.    

 

SECTION 18 - The causes of the Spanish Armada attack 

 54. Which religious person wanted Elizabeth over-
thrown and therefore encouraged Philip to attack? 

The Pope    

 55. What was religious promise was made (by the an-
swer to #54) to those who took part in the Armada at-
tack? 

To have all their sins forgiven    

 56. What was the name of the ‘pirate’ who had attacked 
Spain and the New World with Elizabeth’s permission? 

Sir Francis Drake    

 57. How did the acquisition of Portugal in 1580 make 
the Armada attack easier? 

It gave access to more ships and also to deep ports.    

 58. What two political treaties had put England and 
Spain on a collision course for war? 

The Treaty of Joinville 
The Treaty of Nonsuch 

   

 59. In the long term, Elizabeth had taken advice from 
who, and what was the advice? 

John Hawkins, Treasurer of the Navy. He advised up-
dating the navy with new ships. 

   

 60. What were the new English ships called and what 
was good about them? 

Galleons. They were faster and easier to manoeuvre.    

 61. Why did it matter that cannons on English ships 
were mounted on smaller gun carriages? 

It meant they could fire and load much more quickly in 
battle. 

   

 
SECTION 19 - Reasons why the Spanish Armada lost 
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 62. Who were the two Spanish leaders of the attempted 
invasion that found it very difficult to communicate? 

Duke of Medina Sidonia (in charge of the navy) 
Duke of Parma (in charge of the army) 

   

 63. What did the English use at Gravelines that caused 
the Spanish to panic and for their ships to scatter? 

Fire ships.    

 64. What tactic did the Spanish ships need to employ to 
make sure they took advantage of their bigger number 
of soldiers? 

They needed to get close to the English ships, so they 
could board them and fight hand to hand. 

   

 65. How long had the Spanish ships been at sea for by 
the start of the battle? 

10 weeks, causing their supplies to run low.    

 66. How many ships were in the Spanish Armada? 130    

 67. How many troops did the Duke of Parma have, wait-
ing to be picked up? 

27,000    

 68. How were most of the Spanish ships destroyed? Through gale force winds    

  

SECTION 20: Consequences of the Spanish Armada 

 62. How did the failure of the Spanish Armada ‘prove’ 
that Protestantism was the ‘true’ religion? 

“God had blown the winds to scatter the Spanish ships”    

 63. How did Elizabeth strengthen her authority on the 
back of the victory? 

Used street parades and portraits    

 64. What impact did the defeat have on Spain’s empire? It helped it’s decline, as it encouraged others to chal-
lenge their authority. 

   

 65. How did the literacy rate for men change in Eliza-
beth’s reign? 

From about 20% to about 30%    

 66. How did the literacy rate for men change in Eliza-
beth’s reign? 

It stayed at 10%, demonstrating how much of the im-
provement in education was for men only. 

   

 67. What schools were for Boys aged 10-14, charged 
fees and offered scholarships to children of yeoman, 
farmers and merchants? 

Grammar schools    

 68. What schools were for boys up to 10 and were run 
privately from homes? 

Petty schools    

 69. What were the two universities in Elizabethan 
times? 

Oxford and Cambridge    

 70. What did every town have by 1577? A grammar school.    

 
 SECTION 21: Education 
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 71. What schools were run by wealthy women in their 
own homes, for girls? 

Dame schools    

 72. What were the local schools for up to 10, set up by 
the clergy to teach basic literacy? 

Parish schools.    

 

SECTION 22 : Leisure 

 73. Name three leisure pursuits of the nobility. Hunting, fishing, bowls, fencing.    

 74. Name two leisure pursuits of the lower classes. Football, wrestling.    

 75. Name two spectator sports. Baiting, cock fighting.    

 76. Give an example of new literature from the Elizabe-
than period. 

Canterbury Tales by Chaucer    

 77. The actors funded by Elizabeth were known as 
what? 

Queen’s Men    

 78. Name two purpose built theatres from this period. The Globe, The Red Lion in Whitechapel (1567), The 
Rose 1587. 

   

 
 

79. What leisure activity was liked because it was 
a good way for men and women to get together? 

Dancing    

 

Section 23 : The Poor 
 80. How much did the population grow from 1551 to 

1601, a key cause of poverty? 
3 million to 4.2 million, which increased demand for 
food and pushed prices up. 

   

 81. Name two towns where the growing population led 
to food competition and prices going up as it was 
brought in from rural areas. 

Norwich, London.    

 82. Name one year where the harvest was particularly 
bad, lowering the food supply and forces prices up. 

1562, 1565, 1573, 1586.    

 83. What was the name given to the process of dividing 
up land for farmers, leading to a lack of common land 
for the poor to use. 

Enclosure    

 84. What animal was farmed to provide 81.6% of ex-
ports from England in Elizabeth’s time? 

Sheep, for wool. This led to less food farming and there-
fore shortages. 

   

 85. What percentage of the poor were under 16? 40%    

 86.What were poor people who moved around called? Itinerants, vagrants, vagabonds.    
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 87. What two categories were the poor divided into? 1. Deserving / impotent 
2. Undeserving / idle. 

   

 88.  What government law of 1563 said people 
would go to prison if they did not pay the poor 
rate? 

1563 Statute of Artificers     

 89. What 1572 government law stated that vaga-
bonds could be whipped and have a hole drilled 
through their ear. Death penalty for 3rd offence. 

1572 Vagabonds Act    

 90.What government law provided wool and mate-
rials to help the poor to work? 

Poor Relief Act 1576    

 

SECTION 24 : Reasons for exploration 

 91. Which country did England have a rivalry 
with, due partly to the wealth they gained from 
silver in Peru? 

Spain    

 92. Which English mathematician worked out a simpler 
way of navigating using the sun in 1584? 

Thomas Harriot    

 93. What was the name of the new ships that had 
gun decks running the length of the ship, allowing 
better defence against piracy? 

Galleons    

 
SECTION 25 : Drake’s Navigation 

 94. Drake motives for going included gaining re-
venge on the Spanish...but for what? 

The Spanish had attacked his fleet at St Juan de 
Ulua and killed most of his men. Drake and John 
Hawkins returned with just 15 men...325 lost! 

   

 95. Only one of Drake’s five ships returned. What 
was it called? 

The Golden Hind.    

 96. What area near San Francisco did Drake claim 
as English territory with Elizabeth as its queen? 

Nova Albion    

 97. Who was appointed to rule Virginia Ralph Lane, and expert in fort building, battle 
hardened and with a ‘Can do’ attitude. 

   

 98.What tribe were angered by the diseases 
brought by the English and who was their leader 
who launched an attack? 

Algonquian - Chief Winginia in 1589    

 99. Explain two important skills the soldiers did 
not possess. 

1. Lack of stonemasons - so a stone fort was never 
built. 2. not good at farming. 

   

 100. What were the economic benefits of territory 
in the New World? 

Not reliant on Spain, France and Italian States for 
fruit, vines, spices etc. 

   

 

SECTION 26 & 27 - Raleigh and Virginia 


