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SECTION 1: EARLY COLD WAR & CONFERENCES 
 Why were Britain, USA and the Soviet Union friends in 

1943? 
They made the Grand Coalition, a marriage of  
convenience against Nazi Germany. They did not 
like each other but the Nazis were a bigger threat. 

   

 What is meant by the term ‘Cold War’? A war where the enemies wage war by every means 
other than actually fighting each other. 

   

 Name three or more ways the Cold War was fought. Spying (e.g. U2 Spy planes), Propaganda (e.g. Olym-
pics), Arms Race (MAD Theory), Space Race (e.g. to 
the moon), Loans & Aid (Marshall Aid / Comecon). 

   

 Prove there was a rivalry between the Soviet Union and 
the West before WW2. 

USA and Britain had helped the enemies of Com-
munism during the Russian Civil War 1918-21. 

   

 Name the three conferences in order and with dates. Teheran (Nov 1943), Yalta (Feb 1945), Potsdam (July 
1945) 

   

 What did the sides agree on at Teheran (briefly)? Britain and US to open second front against the Ger-
mans, Soviet Union to fight vs Japan, United Nations to 
be set up, Russia to get part of Poland. 

   

 At Teheran, the new border of Poland was agreed to be 
where? 

Along the Oder and Neisse rivers.    

 Briefly state why there was disagreement at Teheran. Delay in opening 2nd front, Churchill was anti-
Communist, Concern over Russian treatment of Poland 
(mass graves had been found). 

   

 Briefly state why there was agreement at Yalta (aim for 
three points) 

USSR to fight Japan, Germany & Berlin  into 4 zones, 
Nazi trials, Russia to get ‘sphere of influence’, free 
elections for liberated countries. 

   

 Briefly state why there was disagreement at Yalta. Soviets wanted to be harsher on Germany—they had 
suffered more. Poland– Stalin wanted German / Poland 
border further west. 

   

 Who were the ‘Big Three’ at the first two conferences 
and how did this change by the end of Potsdam? 

Roosevelt, Stalin, Churchill. 
Truman (Roosevelt died), Stalin, Attlee (Churchill lost 
election). 

   

 Briefly state why there was agreement at Potsdam (aim 
for three points) 

Divide Germany and Berlin into 4, Germany to pay 
reparations, Nazis to be on trial, Germany to lose weap-
ons. 

   

 Briefly state why there was disagreement at Potsdam. Soviets wanted to be harsher on Germany—they had 
suffered more.  Free elections for Eastern Europe. Tru-
man tough on this—Stalin refused. 

   

 What point did Churchill make at his Fulton Speech in 
March 1946? 

That Europe was now divided by an ‘Iron Curtain’ (a 
metaphor) between Communism and Capitalism /  
democracy. 

   

 What was the Long Telegram 1946? A secret telegram message sent by Kennan (America’s 
ambassador in Moscow) stating that Stalin had made a 
speech about destroying capitalism and was building 
forces up. 

   

 What was the Novikov Telegram 1946? Soviet ambassador in US stating that after Roosevelt’s 
death the US were no longer interested in peace. The 
US public were being prepared for war with USSR. 

   

 Why did the Soviet Union expand 1945-7? Memory of 1918-39, Percentages Deal with Churchill, 
Strategic importance of Poland, Security, to expand 
Communism. 

   

 
SECTION 2 EARLY COLD WAR 1945-7 
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 Name some of the countries Russia took over as 
part of its ‘Buffer Zone’ - 1945-7. 

Poland, Romania, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Bul-
garia, Yugoslavia 

   

 What is meant by the term Cominform and when was it 
set up? 

The Communist Information Bureau 1947.    

 Why was Cominform set up? 1. In response to the Truman Doctrine. 
2. To help spread Communist ways to satellite coun-
tries. And to help control satellite states. 

   

 What is meant by the term Comecon and when was it 
set up? 

Council for Mutual Assistance. Set up in 1949. Basical-
ly, the economic side to Cominform 

   

 Why was Comecon set up? In response to Marshall Aid. To control economies of 
satellite states and ensure they support communism. 

   

 When was the Truman Doctrine speech made and  
describe its policy in one word? 

March 12 1947, Containment (of communism).     

 What is the Truman Doctrine in more detail? A promise to defend all countries at threat from com-
munism (from outside or within). Economic power and 
military strength would be used if needed. 

   

 What incident led to Truman making the Truman  
Doctrine speech? 

Communists trying to take over from the Royalist gov-
ernment in Greece. Britain was too poor to help them. 

   

 What were the consequences of the Truman Doctrine? Greek govt. defeats communists, USA would now  
Contain communism and be far  more involved in 
Europe. A clear split in the world! 

   

 What was the Marshall Plan and when was it intro-
duced? 

Economic Aid from USA to Europe to back-up the 
Truman Doctrine. June 1947 

   

 Briefly give some detail on the Marshall Plan. $17 billion to 16 countries. OEEC set up to put plan into 
action. US machinery and experts used. Countries had 
to buy US in return for $. 

   

 What was the Russian response to the Marshall Plan? Accused USA of being selfish. Prevented eastern coun-
tries from taking the money. Set up Comecon. 

   

 When were the two crises over Berlin and what were the 
main features of each? (It is VITAL you do NOT con-
fuse the two in the exam). 

1. 1948-49 Berlin Blockade which led to the Air-
lift. 

2. 1961—led to the Berlin Wall. 

   

 
 
 What were the SHORT TERM causes of the Berlin 

crisis in 1948-9? 
Marshall Aid was making West Germany more wealthy. 
West created a new, joint currency = Deutschmark. 
Jan 1948—US and BR create BIZONIA 

   

 When did the Berlin Blockade start and end? 28 June 1948—12 May 1949    

 Briefly explain the key features of the Berlin Blockade. Planes landing at 90 second intervals, 13,000 tonnes of 
supplies in one day at peak, USA stationed B-29 bomb-
ers with nukes in Britain. 

   

 What was the official codename of the Airlift? Operation Plainfare    

 
SECTION 3 : BERLIN CRISIS & AFTERMATH 1948-49 

What were the LONG TERM causes of the Berlin crisis 
in 1948-9? 

1. Berlin in Russian Communist sector & city council 
resisted being taken over by communists. 
2. Berlin was a showcase for rich capitalist ways. 
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 What were the THREE main results of the Berlin 
Blockade? 

1. East—West rivalry up. 
2. Confirmed divisions of Germany & Berlin. 
3. NATO set up 

   

 How was Germany split after the Berlin Crisis of 1948-
49? 

- Britain, USA & France merged to become West Ger-
many (Federal German Republic). 
- Soviet zone became German Democratic Republic. 
(East Germany). 

   

 What was NATO and why was it set up? North Atlantic Treaty Organisation, set up in April 
1949. A defensive alliance to prevent further Sovi-
et expansion. 

   

 What was the Soviet response to NATO? They saw it as an aggressive alliance so they set up their 
own military alliance of 8 nations = Warsaw Pact. Satel-
lites controlled by Soviet Supreme Commander. 

   

 Besides NATO and the Warsaw Pact, what events be-
tween 1949-55 heightened the Cold War? (Aim for 
three) 

China = Communist 1949. USSR get Atomic bomb 
1949, Communist North Korea attacks South, 1950, 
McCarthyism in USA, 1950s. 

   

 Who was the communist ‘follower of Stalin’ in Hungary 
who ruled Hungary after 1947? 

Matyas Rakosi (The Bald Butcher)    

 Prove Hungary was controlled by USSR? 1. They became a member of Cominform. 
2. Rakosi was a ‘puppet leader’ - he took orders 

from Moscow. 

   

 Why did many Hungarians not like their relationship 
with USSR? 

1. They were forced to trade with them on uneven 
terms. 2. Living standards fell. 3 Rakosi killed 20,000 
and imprisoned 200,000 political opponents. 

   

 Why was Rakosi replaced? Stalin died in 1953 and the new Russia leader, Malen-
kov, preferred Imre Nagy. 

   

 Who emerged as the leader of Russia and brought about 
a ‘less harsh’ USSR’ 

Khrushchev    

 What evidence is there that Khrushchev was ‘nicer’? He made the ‘Secret Speech’ in 1955 when he de-
nounced Stalin and introduced DeStalinisation. 

   

 

 Why did Hungarians start to rebel in October 1956? They had a taste of more freedoms and thought they 
could get more. 

   

 What ‘freedoms’ were Hungarians fighting for? Free elections, press and speech. Free trade unions and 
worship. End of one party state and Soviet control. 

   

 What was the initial response of Russians? They sent in tanks. 12 dead. 100+ injured.    

 Nagy held talks with the Russians to withdraw tanks. 
What reforms did he then bring about (thinking he had 
the backing of the US? 

1. Released political prisoners. 
2. Announced intention to leave Warsaw Pact. 
3. Introduced political parties. 

   

 What was Khrushchev’s response to Nagy’s reforms? He had to look strong to avoid a domino effect across 
other satellite states.  20,000 troops and 6,000 tanks sent 
in. Bitter fighting 

   

 Why was their little response from the US? They were too busy dealing with the Suez Canal Crisis.    

 
SECTION 4 : THE HUNGARIAN UPRISING 

What is DeStalinisation also known as? The Khrushchev Thaw.    
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 Nagy was shot in 1958—who took over? Janos Kadar    

 What were the results of the Hungarian Uprising? 200,000 refugees fled from Hungary. 
USSR sent a warning to other satellite states. 
The West saw Khrushchev’s talk of peace as a sham. 

   

 

SECTION 5 : THE BERLIN CRISIS 1961 (Don’t forget to use the picture wall) 

 Why did the USSR want the Western Allies out of  
Berlin? 

1. It was a showcase for capitalism. 
2. The brain drain—2.7 millions refugees left. 
3. Thought Berlin was base for spies. 
4. Still had egg on face after Berlin Airlift. 

   

 What summits were held (in order) to help ease  
tensions. 

Geneva, Camp David, Paris, Vienna    

 What event ruined the Paris Conference even  
before it started? 

Pilot Gary Powers was shot down in a U2 Spy 
Plane over Russia. This led to bitter exchanges. 

   

 Why did Khrushchev feel he could control the Vienna 
conference of 1961? 

Kennedy was a young, inexperienced president so he 
thought he would be able to bully him. 

   

 How did Kennedy respond to Khrushchev’s demands at 
Vienna. 

He refused to withdraw troops and increased military 
spending to send out a message. 

   

 What did Khrushchev do after the failure of the 4  
summits? 

1. Increased defence spending by 30% 
2. Built the Berlin Wall. 

   

 When did the building of the Berlin Wall start? 13th August 1961.    

 What were the results of the Berlin Crisis 1961? Kennedy goes on ‘charm offensive’ to win support in. 
Cold War gets colder - Cuban Missile Crisis soon after. 
Iron Curtain no longer a metaphor.  

   

 What was Kennedy’s response to the Berlin Wall? He said, “Better a Wall than a War!”. He saw the wall 
could give the two sides some breathing space. 

   

 How far was Cuban from the USA? 90 miles    

 Why was Cuba a potential threat to USA, being so 
close? 

1. Within missile range of major cities. 
2. Communism would just be a stepping stone 

away. 

   

 Before 1959, what was the US relationship with Cuba 
like? 

Friendly. Lots of trade links, especially sugar, under 
leadership of Batista. 

   

 What event in 1959 changed the USA—Cuba relation-
ship? 

The Revolution under the leadership of Fidel Castro. He 
was leaning in the direction of Communism.  

   

 What did Castro do that annoyed the USA? 1. He was leaning towards Communism. 
2. He nationalised US owned businesses. 

   

 What was the response of the USA to Castro? 1. They stopped trading. 
2. Bay of Pigs Invasion to try and overthrow him. 

   

 
SECTION 6 : THE CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS (Don’t forget to use the picture wall) 
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 When was the Bay of Pigs Fiasco? April 1961    

 Who did the US use to invade the Bay of Pigs. A group of about 1,500 Cuban exiles who were trained 
by the CIA and called La Brigada 2506. 

   

 

 
Why did the Bay of Pigs Invasion Fail? (Aim for 3) 1. Cubans loved Castro. 2. The Miami Conversation. 3. 

US withdrew air support at last minute. 4. Cuban forces 
were 20,000 and well led. 
 

   

 What was the result of the Bay of Pigs Crisis? 1. Pushed Castro to USSR for help. 
2. Led to the Cuban Missile Crisis. 

   

 What was the first key feature of the 13 days of the 
Cuban Missile Crisis? 

On 16th October 1962 missile sites were seen by a U2 
spy plane. 
 

   

 Who were the two groups of advisors helping Kennedy 
at the time of the crisis? 

Hawks - said war was best option. 
Doves - Said discussions were the best option. 

   

 What was the organisation set up to advise Kennedy on 
the crisis? 

Ex Comm.    

 How did the USA respond to the threat of nuclear  
weapons on Cuba? 

Set up a blockade to stop more supplies getting into 
Cuba. 

   

 What agreement was made to end the Cuban Missile 
Crisis? 

Russia would remove missiles. 
USA would promise never to invade Cuba and would 
(secretly) remove its missiles in Turkey. 

   

 Why did Khrushchev look weak over the crisis? Because the Turkey part of the deal was in secret, it 
looked as though he had got nothing in return. 

   

 What were the short term results of the CMC? 1. Both sides claimed victory—nuclear war avoided. 
2. Hotline set-up between White House and Kremlin to 
ensure easier communication in future. 

   

 What was the period that followed the CMC known as? Détente—Easing of tensions. (It lasted until the Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan in 1979). 

   

 
 

How did France respond to the crisis? They left NATO.    

 What theory was brought in by the Cuban Missile Crisis 
and ensured neither side would attack the other? 

MAD Theory - Mutually Assured Destruction. The idea 
that if one side launched a nuclear missile they would 
effectively be signing their own death warrant. 

   

 What was the Russian response to the Cuban Missile 
Crisis? 

They increased their spending on weapons and de-
fence—eventually contributing their bankruptcy.  

   

 Why was there opposition to Soviet control of  
Czechoslovakia? 

1. Nature of violent taking of control by Soviets. 
2. Novotny was slow to reform. 
3. Economy = very poor and giving to Russia. 

   

 Who was the leader who took over from Novotny? Alexander Dubcek on 5th Jan 1968    

 What was the name given to the reforms introduced by 
Dubcek? 

‘Socialism with a Human Face’ with became the Prague 
Spring. 

   

 

SECTION 7 : CZECHOSLOVAKIA—PRAGUE SPRING 1968 use to invade the Bay of 
Pigs.(Don’t forget to use the picture wall) 
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 What did the Prague Spring Reforms involve? (Aim for 
3) 

Less secret police powers, Free speech, free press, some 
democratic elections, an element of capitalism. 

   

 What was the important document that said the Czech’s 
should try to get more freedoms? 

The Two Thousand Words Manifesto by Ludvik  
Vaculik. 

   

 

 
Why did the Soviet Union have to step in to stop the 
reforms in Czechoslovakia? 

1. To send out a message to the other satellite states and 
stop a domino effect. 
2. Czechoslovakia is centrally placed and lots of indus-
try. Would split Eastern Bloc. 

   

 What was Soviet response to Prague Spring? Warsaw Pact troops and tanks used to take control.  
Soviets invade 20th Aug 1968. 

   

 What happened to Czechoslovakia after the Soviet  
Invasion? 

1. More hard-line leaders e.g. Husak    

 Who was the student who set fire to himself in protest to 
the invasion? 

Jan Palach.    

 What was the policy the Soviet Union introduced as a 
result of the Prague Spring? 

The Brezhnev Doctrine—A promise to use force to 
maintain and protect Communism (basically an opposite 
to the Truman Doctrine). 

   

 What was the impact of the events in Czechoslovakia 
1968 on the Warsaw Pact? 

Albania left. Romania refused to send troops to help 
out. Soviet Union was too preoccupied in Czechoslo-
vakia to do anything about it. 

   

 What was the impact of events in Czechoslovakia on the 
Cold War? 

Minimal! USA criticised the events but were too busy 
themselves in Vietnam to do anything about it. 

   

 What is meant by the term Détente? A reduction in tension between the superpowers.    

 When did Détente last to and from? 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis end until the Soviet Invasion 
of Afghanistan in 1979 Christmas Day. 

   

 
 

What was the Limited Test Ban Treaty, 1963? USA and Soviet Union agreed to stop testing  
nuclear weapons in the atmosphere. 

   

 What was the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, 1968? Countries agreed to not build more nuclear weapons and 
not to give to friends. 

   

 What were the Helsinki Agreements, 1975? 33 nations agreed various terms on co-operation, human 
rights and security (3 baskets). 

   

 
 

 What is meant by the term Apollo-Soyuz? This was the joint Soviet-US space mission. The space 
shake. Symbolic as the space race was a key part of the 
Cold War. 

   

 When did the Soviet Union invade Afghanistan? Christmas Day 1979.    

 Why did the Soviet Union invade Afghanistan? After a Communist Revolution the new government was 
threatened by the mujahideen & civil war. 
Oil! 

   

 

SECTION 8 : RISE & FALL OF DÉTENTE use to invade the Bay of Pi 

What is meant by the term SALT I, 1972? Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty. Limited weap-
ons—importantly, no restrictions on strategic 
bombers. 
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 How did the US respond to the Soviet Invasion of Af-
ghanistan? 

1. The Carter Doctrine. 
2. Not sign SALT II 
3. Support for Mujahideen 
4. Boycott of Moscow Olympics 1980. 

   

 What is meant by the term The Carter Doctrine? A promise to use military force if necessary to defend 
national interests in oil-rich Persian Gulf region. $$$ 
offered to nearby countries. 

   

 

 
What happened, with regards to the Cold War, with the 
Moscow Olympics, 1980? 

USA Boycott with 61 other countries. 
‘Liberty Bell Classic’ held as an alternative event. 

   

 
SECTION 9 : PRESIDENT REAGAN & US REACTION Pi 

 What was Reagan’s policy towards the Cold War after 
he was elected in 1980? 

He wanted to WIN it. He took a much tougher line with 
the Soviet Union. He thought he could win a limited 
nuclear war in Europe. 

   

 What is meant by the term NUTS? Nuclear Utilization Target Selection - a nuclear war can 
be won by carefully selecting targets. VERY threatening 
to Soviet Union. It ended MAD. 

   

 What was the ‘zero option’ proposed by Reagan in No-
vember 1981? 

USA would cancel deployment of new US intermediate-
range missiles in Western Europe - Soviet Union would 
do similar. 

   

 What were the two speeches that put Reagan on a colli-
sion course with the Soviet Union? 

‘Evil Empire Speech’ - H of Commons 8 June 1982 
‘I’d rather my daughter die...than be communist’ to 
Christian Organisation. 

   

 How did the Russian leaders respond to Reagan? They compared him to Hitler and called him a caveman.    

 
 

What is meant by START and why did it fail? Strategic Arms Reduction Talks - negotiations to 
reduce weapons, despite Reagan’s tough talk. 

   

 Why did START fail? - US upset by USSR banning Solidarity Trade Union in 
Poland and imprisoning leaders. 
- USSR upset by Star Wars 

   

 What is meant by the term SDI? Strategic Defence Initiative (Star Wars). A space 
based defence system against nuclear weapons. 

   

 
 

Why were the Russians so upset by Star Wars? They saw it as an offensive weapon. With it, the USA 
could attack the Soviet Union without the fear of a re-
sponse. NUTS could now work. 

   

 Who were the leaders of the Soviet Union 1982-5? Brezhnev died 1982. Yuri Andropov 1982-Feb 84, Kon-
stantin Chernenko Feb 84-March 1985. Mikhail Gorba-
chev 1985-91. 

   

 What happened at the LA Olympics 1984? USSR boycotted them with Warsaw Pact & other coun-
tries. Help alternative Friendship Games. 

   

 What were the three key strategies through which Gor-
bachev ended the Cold War? 

1. Perestroika & Glasnost. 
2. End of Arms Race. 
3. Stopped interfering in satellite states. 

   

 What is meant by the term Perestroika? Economic Restructuring: Introduced some aspects of a 
free economy, removing some state control. To make 
economy more efficient. 

   

 What is meant by the term Glasnost? Openness - more free speech and honesty from govern-
ment. 

   

 

 SECTION 10 : GORBACHEV AND THE END OF THE COLD WAR Pi 
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 What were the three summits that led to the end of the 
Arms Race? 

Geneva, November 1985. 
Reykjavik, October 1986. 
Washington, December 1987. 

   

 What happened at Geneva, November 1985? No formal agreement but first time talking face to face. 
Ky stepping stone. 

   

 What happened at Reykjavik, October 1986. Reagan proposed scrapping of all ballistic nuclear mis-
siles. 
Gorbachev refused - wanted SDI dropped. 

   

 

 Why did Gorbachev sign INF Treaty? 1. No point in wasting more money on nuclear weapons 
as they didn’t really help security. 
2. Soviet Economy in big trouble.  
3. Disarmament could lead to trade with West. 

   

 What is meant by the CFE Treaty, November 1990? Conventional Armed Forces in Europe Treaty = reduced 
non-nuclear weapons such as tanks. 

   

 When and where did the Cold War officially end? It was announced by George Bush Senior and Gorba-
chev at the Malta Summit in 1989. 

   

 What were the START talks of 1990-91? Both sides to reduce strategic nuclear forces over 7 
years to: 6,000 warheads & 4,900 ballistic missiles. 
= 25-35% reduction. 

   

 What is meant by the term Sinatra Doctrine? When Gorbachev rejected the Brezhnez Doctrine in 
1988 and then in 1989 accepted that Warsaw Pact coun-
tries could change without interference. 

   

 What was the key turning point in Eastern Eu-
rope? 

Hungary opening its border with Austria in May 
1989 which opened a hole in the Iron Curtain. 

   

 What happened on Nov 9th 1989? East German govt. announced opening of border cross-
ing into West Germany. People began to dismantle Ber-
lin Wall. 

   

 When were East and West Germany formerly reu-
nited? 

3rd October 1990. New germany joined NATO in 1991.    

 When was the Warsaw Pact formerly dissolved? July 1991    

 Name some other countries that left Communism. Czechoslovakia—Velvet Revolution, Nov 1989. 
Poland—Free elections June 1989. 
Hungary—Free elections Spring 1989 

   

 What award did Mikhail Gorbachev get in 1990? The Nobel Peace Prize.    

      

      

      

 

What happened at Washington, December 1987. Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty signed. 
(INF). First treaty to reduce nuclear missiles not 
just stop growth. 

   


