
BTEC ICT: Year 11 transition work: 

In weeks 1-3 of transition work for ICT, we looked at the Social Media unit that you 
will study in BTEC ICT. For weeks 4-6 we will look at a few of the topics that may 
come up in our unit 1 exam unit 

 

Week 4: The Digital Divide 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-england-london-52541871/coronavirus-
lockdown-exploits-society-s-digital-divide 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/28/digital-divide-isolates-and-
endangers-millions-of-uk-poorest 

 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/04/coronavirus-lockdown-classes-reveal-
india-digital-divide-200428075114733.html 

 

The digital divide is one of the ethical, social and moral issues surrounding the use 
of IT. We will look at this topic in week 4 and week 5 

 

Complete the following: 

1. Read the 3 articles in the links above 
2. Define what you think the phrase “digital divide” means 
3. Explain causes of the digital divide 
4. Find evidence to prove that the digital divide exists, i.e. the % of people with 

internet connection across countries 
5. What are the impacts of the digital divide for individuals, businesses and 

society as a whole? 
6. What can businesses or other organisations do in order to minimise the digital 

divide and its consequences?  

 

You can present this as either a PowerPoint presentation or a word document.  
Include a bibliography of the sources that you have used. 

 

 

 



 

Week 5: The Digital Divide 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-england-london-52541871/coronavirus-
lockdown-exploits-society-s-digital-divide 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/28/digital-divide-isolates-and-
endangers-millions-of-uk-poorest 

 

https://metro.co.uk/2020/04/28/lockdown-causing-digital-divide-millions-without-
internet-12624232/ 

 

1. Read the 3 articles above  
2. Produce a word processed report of 2 pages analysing the impact that 

coronavirus is having on the digital divide in the Uk. Include: 
a. The impact on school aged children without access to technology and 

the internet 
b. The impact on workers 
c. The impact on businesses 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Week 6: Connectivity 

Read this article from the bbc:	https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-52414280  

 

1. What is an ethernet cable? 
2. What is bandwidth? 
3. Why does more people using the internet affect the speed? 
4. Why would gaming need a faster speed than general browsing? 
5. Analyse the impact of the Coronavirus lockdown on connectivity and the user 

experience. 

 

Week 7:  The Internet of things 

The Internet of Things is the term used for embedded everyday objects which can 
access  
the Internet such as: 

• Home automation 

• Home appliances such as fridges 

• Home lighting 

• Smart meters 

• Security devices such as CCTV 

Carry out some research into “The internet of Things” and produce a one page 
report including answers to the following: 

• What is the IoT? 
• Why does it matter? 
• Is it secure? 

• How many IoT devices are there currently? What are the predictions for the 
future? 

• Any other interesting facts or statistics you find out from your research 

	

	

	

	

	



Week 8: Data Protection and GDPR 

Since GDPR came into force in 2018, businesses and organisations must be far more 
careful with how they handle personal data. They must  explain how they will collect 
and process data in a privacy policy which will be displayed on their website.  

Produce a one page report on Data Protection and GDPR answering the following 
questions. 

• Visit a website that you often use and find their privacy policy. Describe 
three items of data that are collected by the site? 

• Describe how customers benefit from having privacy policies and codes of 
practice for the protection of data. 

• Supermarkets have a privacy policy, which sets out in detail how they protect 
personal data, who it is shared with, and the rights of people whose data they 
have with a loyalty scheme.  

o Look up the privacy policy of a supermarket. 

o What does a customer need to do if they want to see what data is held 
about them? 

 

	


