
AN INSPECTOR CALLS CATCH UP PACK – PART 3 

First, read the summary of Act 3 below:- 

Act 3 

 Eric admits to meeting Eva and forcing himself on her when he was drunk.   They began a 
relationship and, when she fell pregnant, he stole money from his father’s office to give to 
her which she refused. 

 The Inspector delivers a powerful speech about social responsibility and leaves the house. 

 The Birlings begin to question whether he was a real Inspector.   

 Gerald returns and announces that while he was walking, he met a policeman and 
discovered that the supposed Inspector wasn’t really an inspector after all.   

 They telephone the police and the infirmary, and these calls confirm there is no Inspector 
Goole and a girl had not died. 

 Mr and Mrs Birling and Gerald celebrate because they feel they have escaped both scandal 
and guilt. 

 Sheila and Eric remain affected by the evening and cannot forget what’s been revealed.   
They are disgusted with the behaviour of their parents. 

 The telephone rings. After Mr. Birling hangs up, he reports that it was the police, informing 
him that a girl just died on her way to the infirmary after swallowing some disinfectant, and 
that a police Inspector is on his way to ask some questions.  

 

You now need to continue with your reading of the play.  Like before, use the following link and read 
along. There are a few changes to the script to watch out for.  Stop reading and complete the 
understanding checks when you are told to do so.  Act 3 starts at 6:07 of this video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v6MkECcTrEs 

 

 

Understanding Check 1 (Part 4 – 9:25/p. 2) 

1. How do we know that Eva/Daisy can barely afford to look after herself? 
2. In what ways does Priestley remind us that Eric has a drink problem? 
3. ‘I threatened to make a row.’ Why did Eric do this?  How do you think Eva/Daisy would have 

felt? 

Understanding Check 2 (Part 4 – 14:06/p. 5) 

1. What is Eric’s attitude towards most of the women at the Palace bar? 

2. Summarise Eric’s relationship with Eva/Daisy. 

3. Eva/Daisy turned down the money Eric stole when she became pregnant.  Which of the pair 

has the strongest moral compass? 

4. Why does Mr Birling want to cover up Eric’s involvement? 

5. What is your opinion of Eric? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v6MkECcTrEs


 

Understanding Check 3 (Part 5 – 1:21/p. 6 

1. How are all the Birlings feeling at this point in the play? 

2. How have they each been part of the ‘chain of events’ which killed Eva Smith? 

3. Look at the Inspector’s final speech.  How does this link with Priestley’s intentions and 

socialist beliefs?   

4. Why is ‘they will be taught in fire and blood and anguish’ dramatic irony?  What do 

Priestley’s 1945 audience know that the characters do not? 

Understanding Check 4 (Part 5 – 4:23/p. 10) 

1. Why is Mr Birling worried about ‘a public scandal’? 

2. How do the reactions of Sheila and Eric differ to the reactions of their parents? 

3. Who is the first to question whether the Inspector is real?  How does this show a change 

in their character? 

Understanding Check 5 (To the end of the play) 

1. How does Gerald find out Inspector Goole was not a police officer? 

2. How does Mr Birling check this is correct? 

3. How does the divide between Sheila and Erica and their parents grow? 

4. What do they decide about the photograph of Eva? 

5. What does Gerald’s phone call confirm? 

6. Why does Sheila reject Gerald’s suggestion that she should take the ring back? 

7. Which of the characters have learnt the most from Inspector Goole’s visit? 


