
AN INSPECTOR CALLS CATCH UP PACK – PART 2 

First, read the summary of Act 2 below:- 

Summary of Act 2 

 Gerald confesses to his relationship with Daisy Renton to the Inspector.  He met her at the 
Palace Variety Theatre bar and set her up as his mistress.   

 Gerald excuses himself to take a walk, and Sheila returns his engagement ring.  

 The Inspector now shows Mrs. Birling the girl’s photograph.  

 The front door slams, and Mr. Birling discovers that his son, Eric, has stormed out of the 
house.  

 Mrs. Birling admits that she had used her influence to deny the girl help from the Women’s 
Charity Organization, as she was prejudiced against the girl’s case - she had used Mrs 
Birling’s name. 

 The Inspector reveals that she was asking for help because she was pregnant.  

 Mrs. Birling confirms that the child’s father had given the girl money but that the girl refused 
it because she found out it was stolen.  

 Mrs. Birling says that the only people responsible for the girl’s downfall and suicide are the 
girl herself and the man that got her pregnant and that he should be made an example of. 

 At the end of Act 2, Mr and Mrs Birling realise that Eric could be the father of Eva’s baby, just 
as Eric re-enters the dining room. 

 

You now need to continue with your reading of the play.  Like before, use the following link and read 
along. There are a few changes to the script to watch out for.  Stop reading and complete the 
understanding checks when you are told to do so.  Act 2 starts at 12:02 of this video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WVG1fD1F03A 

 

 

Understanding Check 1 (Part 2 – 14:23/p. 1) 

1. Why does Sheila refuse to leave the room when Gerald suggests she should? 
2. How does the Inspector suggest that Gerald is making too much fuss about this? 
3. The Inspector says ‘we’ll have to share our guilt.’  What does this suggest about Gerald’s 

relationship with Eva Smith/Daisy Renton? 

Understanding Check 2 (Part 3 -1:57/p. 5) 

1. What are the differences between Mrs Birling’s attitude and Sheila’s attitude? 

2. Mrs Birling does not realise her son has a drink problem – what does this suggest about 

her relationship with Eric? 

3. Priestley believed that young people were the hope for a new, more caring society.  Can 

you find a quote by the Inspector which evidences this? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WVG1fD1F03A


 

 

 

 

 

Understanding Check 3 (Part 3 – 11:57/p. 11 

1. Make bullet point notes about Gerald’s involvement with Eva Smith/Daisy Renton 

2. ‘Women of the town’ is a euphemism for prostitutes.  Why do you think Eva/Daisy 

was considering prostitution? 

3. Sheila gives Gerald back the engagement ring.  How has she changed since the 

beginning of the play? 

Understanding Check 4 (Part 3 – 13:37/p. 13 

1. Identify words in the stage directions which suggest the Inspector is in control in this 

section. 

2. The Inspector says to Mr Birling that men like him ‘have responsibilities as well as 

privileges.’  How does this link to Priestley’s socialist beliefs? 

Understanding Check 5 (Part 4 – 6:07/p. 19 (end of Act 2) 

1. Summarise Mrs Birling’s involvement with Eva Smith. 

2. Who does Mrs Birling think is to blame for Eva’s suicide? 

3. How do Mrs Birling’s revelations and attitude link to her being described as a ‘cold’ 

woman in the opening stage directions? 

4. Were you surprised to find out that Eric was involved with Eva Smith?  Why?  Why not? 


