
AN INSPECTOR CALLS CATCH UP PACK 

 

In the exam, you will be assessed as follows: 

 AO1 – understanding and interpreting the text using evidence to support ideas (16 marks) 

 AO3 – showing understanding of the context and making links to the text (16 marks) 

 AO4 – accuracy (8 marks) 
 

Before you start reading the text, you need to understand the following basics about the context:   

 The play is SET in 1912 and was WRITTEN in 1945 after the end of World War 2. 

 In 1912, industrial expansion had allowed businessmen like Mr Birling to become powerful 
and wealthy. 

 There was a big divide between the rich and the poorer working classes.  The Labour party 
was founded in 1900 and there was a growing call for more equality and better pay in the 
workplace. 

 The women’s suffrage movement was also gaining strength. 

 Socialism and communism were becoming more popular which meant there was a lot of 
unrest about these challenges to the system. 

 In 1912, there was no welfare state.  The poor had no help from the state with housing, 
health or rights in the workplace.  It was a world without things like the NHS, social housing, 
unions etc which we take for granted in the 21st century. 

 In 1945, Labour won the general election. The Prime Minister, Clement Atlee, began to make 
moves to introduce the welfare state in Great Britain. 

 J B Priestley was a socialist.  He strongly believed that, following two world wars and other 
events between 1912 and 1945, it was time for Britain to take a collective social 
responsibility for each other.  He saw it as a time for new values and new hope. 

If you have time, there is a useful programme here which you could watch.  It’s in two parts – make 
sure you watch them both! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Svz8_dyhok 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Svz8_dyhok


 You now need to read the play. We’ll go through it section by section, stopping from time to 
time so that you can check your understanding.   

 Before you read each act, I’ll provide a summary of what happens so take time to read each 
one.   

 I’ve also made a note on the script when you need to stop reading/watching and check your 
understanding. 
 

Summary of Act 1 

 The play is set in a nice dining room.  The prosperous Birling family are celebrating the 
engagement of their daughter, Sheila, to Gerald Croft.  

 Mr. Birling gives a toast, and Gerald gives Sheila her engagement ring – one which he chose.  

 Mr. Birling shows that he is very ignorant and arrogant by giving lots of long lectures to his 
family. 

 A ring on the doorbell interrupts one of these speeches.  It is Inspector Goole who is 
investigating the suicide of a young woman called Eva Smith who recently swallowed 
disinfectant and died in the Infirmary.  

 Mr. Birling says that she used to work at his factory, but he sacked her for leading a strike for 
higher wages.   

 Sheila is upset to hear about the suicide.   The Inspector shows her a photo of the dead girl 
and she then reveals that she had Eva sacked from her next job (Milwards) because she 
smiled at a sales assistant when Sheila tried on an unflattering dress.   

 The Inspector says that Eva then changed her name to Daisy Renton. Gerald appears startled 
by this.  

 At the end of the Act, Sheila and Gerald are alone and Sheila discovers that Gerald had been 
having an affair with Eva/Daisy Renton the previous summer.  

 

 

Read the opening stage directions.  Then use the following link and read along. There are a few 
changes to the script to watch out for.  Stop reading and complete the understanding checks when 
you are told to do so. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Av9BoOCDF_4&list=PLA1D4D425782B30B3 

 

 

Understanding Check 1 (Part 1 - 4:32/p. 5) 

1. List the characters we have met so far.  What are your first impressions of each one? 
2. How do we know that the Birlings are a well-off family? 
3. Mr Birling calls the Titanic ‘unsinkable’ and dismisses the idea of a possible war with 

Germany.  Why is this ironic? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Av9BoOCDF_4&list=PLA1D4D425782B30B3


 

 

 

Understanding Check 3 (Part 1 - 14:19/p. 13) 

The Inspector has interrupted the Birlings’ celebrations. This is the first time we see Mr Birling losing 

control of events.   

1. How does the Inspector react to Mr Birling’s boasts about his place in the community? 

2. How has the girl died? 

3. Who does the Inspector show the picture of the dead girl to? 

4. Why did Mr Birling sack the girl?  Does he feel guilty about the consequence? 

5. How does Eric react to his father’s actions? 

Understanding Check 4 (Part 2 - 4:09/p. 16) 

1. How does Sheila react to the news of a girl’s suicide? 

2. She says ‘But these girls aren’t cheap labour – they’re people’. How does this compare with Mr 

Birling’s attitude towards his workers? 

3. Where did Eva get a job after she was sacked from Mr Birling’s factory? 

4. How is Sheila connected to this shop? 

5. How does Sheila react when the Inspector shows her the photo? 

Understanding Check 5 (Part 2 – 12:02/p. 21) 

1. Why did Sheila have Eva Smith sacked from Milwards? 

2. How does her reaction to her part in the chain of events which led to Eva’s death compare with 

Mr Birling’s reaction?  Who feels most responsible and guilty? 

3. How does Gerald react when he hears that Eva changed her name to Daisy Renton? 

4. At the end of the Act, Gerald and Sheila are alone together.  What does Gerald admit to? 

Understanding Check 2 (Part 1 - 8:30/p. 8) 

1. Why is Mr Birling worried about Gerald’s parents’ opinions about the engagement? 
2. Why do you think Mr Birling tells Gerald he is likely to get a knighthood? 
3. Gerald says ‘Your seem to be a nice well-behaved family.’  Do you think there is a possibility that 
the Birlings aren’t like this?  Why 
4. The Inspector’s ring on the doorbell interrupts one of Mr Birling’s speeches. Why do you think 
Priestley chose to do this? 


